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God. JuSt,and Man Miſerable. 
The Reward of the Faithful. 
Saul amongſt the Prophets. 
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| To the Right Honourable 


John Earl of Exeter, Ba- 
ron of Burleigh, and one 
of His Majefties Lord- 
Lieutenants for theCoun- 
ty of Northampton, &c. 
Health here, and Happ+ 
nels hereafter: 


Right Honourable, 


= h Tw _ ſo happy at 
, e kn mw Zordſhip, wk 
| ry jun” As wy 4 4" ; yet t 


fame of your extraordinary 


7 Candor, Worth and Honour, hath em- 


| 


boldye 


a me to 141 into 4 vulgar Error. 
A 2 Hor 


The Epiſtle 


For ſeeing almoſt every day Perſons of 
mean condition (when bleſſed with Twins) 
aim at the greateſt Godfathers, or ſuch at 
leaſt 25 may be able to defend them, from 
the injuries incident to their Tnfant-eſtate; 
7 do humbly entreat, that your Lordſhip 
would be pleaſed to ſtand for one of mine, 4 
poor aefornd Abortive of the Mind. 
My Lord, 7 durſt not have attempted [0 
Noble 4 Perſonage, had not your Honou- 
rable Brother, and my wery good Lord the 
£arl of Weſtmoreland, daigned to per- 
form the like Office for the other. His 
Loraſhip's ſeemeth to be the elder, gn r= 
a Footman :: However, if your Loraſhip 
deſpiſe not the day of ſmall things , this 
other in a ſhort time may be fit for greater 
employment. T7 have given it the Name 
of Univerſal Medicine, azd hope,through 
Heaven's aſſiſtance, that it will anſwer it, 
the moſt of the Receipts being confirmed 
with a Probatum eſt, from the Spirit of 
Truth. Actept of it therefore , Noble 
Sir, awd We it as an ordinary Cordial,when 
corporeal Phyſick hath #0t its due operati- - 
Ot : 7 daye #ot ſay that it will make a per- 
fett Cnre, yet do moſt aſſuredly hope, that , 
it may be a means to ſeeten the birter Pills = 


C 


| Dedicatory. 
of temporal aſſliftions, and augment the 
Graces which will «ndoubtedly end inGlory. 
Hhich ſhall ever be the Prayer for your 
Lordſhip, of 


My Lord, 
IWittring, Your Lordſhips 
July 28, 
' 1677. moſt obedient Servaat, 


Geo. Leſly. 


Is: 


James 5. 13: 


' Ir any among you affiiffed 2 
Let bim pray. 


Ez Hough the Theatre of the World be 
Jr 22S great, and every Man an Adtox, 
vo yet have they all but two Parts, 
Z viz. Proſperity and Adverlity , 
which, if well managed, will gain, 
an eternal Plaudit with: glorious Bays 3 other- "_2 
4 wiſe a contemptible Stigma of the ſame durati- 
on. The ſerious thoughts of this made holy 
' Agur beg, neither poverty nor riches , but a,Prov.30. 9, 
; mein, food conyenient : And bleſſed St. James, 
6 A 


know- 


\ 


2 The Univerſal Medicine. 
knowing that both in the one and other, Mcn 
are apt to' fall into extreams, ſets down the 
werds of my Text for a Pilot to keep them m 
x ſteady courſe, leſt they ſhould ſplit on this, 
or fink under that, 


Medio tntiſſimus ibis. 


The Author is St. 7Jamegthen, the Son of 
Abpbeus, and Mary of. Cleophas, and Brother of 
Chriſt. His ſcope and manner of writing in 
this whole Epiſtle is hortatory , are aiming 
( chiefly ) at the corretion of Manners 3 which 
(af you trace him with me ) doth evidently ap= 
pear 3 for immediately after his ſhort Preface 
C which takes up only the firſt Verſe ) he be- 
gins the Exhortations. | 

Firſt, Wiſhing to have a right judgement of | 
emptations, whether inward or outward, from + 
the 2d to the-19th of the firlt Chapter. f 
TS Secondly, To be ready to hear, receive. and 
, do the Word, from the 19th Verſe to the end 
of the Chapter, 6 
-* Thirdly; T6' avoid reſpect- of perſons, for 
worldly differences of cftateand condition, from | . 
the1ft'of the 2d Chapter, to Verſe 14, *% ' ! 

os « 'Fourthly, To joyn Works to Faith, without + 
| << hich it is dead, from thence to the end, | _ 

2  *-Pifthly, Toſh abuſes of the Tongue.Chap. + 
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5. from the 1ſt Verſe to the 18th, "I 
_ ©'Sixthly, To: reform their Tnfts, by ſubmnt- * 
- "ting to God and xcliſting the Devil, Chap. 4th | 


to the 14th.” © 
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The Univerſal Medicme, 
Seventhly, To depend on God's Providence 
for their Lives, and Actions, from the 14th 
Verle to the end of the Chapter. | 
Eighthly, To uſe Riches arigat,Chap. 5. to 
Verſe 12. 
Ninthly, To avo'd raſh Swearing, Verſe 12. 
Laſtly, and ſo to my Text, He ( as it were 
his zItimus conatus ) gathers all his Forces toge- 
ther, ingeminating his requeſts, for improve- 
ment of thcir own and others praycts and prai- 
ſes, as the proſperous or adverſe Fortunes gave 
occaſion. 


Ir any among you afflified 7 &t. 


Thus have you ſeen the Apoltle*'s Method. 
Now muſt we enquire into his Meaning, by ex- 
plication of the words after this manner : 

Keteredd Tis iv vuir; ger eft aliquis inter 


vos ? faith Beza, Si quis ex vobis fuerit in afflicti- 
' one, AS Frninus, and others. Is any among you af= 
+ flified 2? faith our Tranſlation. Is any ? &c. 


{ What a Queſtion is here? Doth St. Fames doubt, 


| whether the converted Fews that were diſperſed 
{ abroad, were afflicted yea or no? No, he doth 
: not 3 but he queſtions, whether they had learn= 


C 


4. 
" 
; 


ed the right way cither to bear, ſuffer, or to be 
freed from them. And therefore take the words 


> by way of Inference, thus 3 I know your pro- 


felſion gives you no exemption from the Crols 3 
but ſeeing it doth and muſt attend you, let your 


; refuge be Prayer. 
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Afﬀflified : The original Verb is Kaxena3s, and 
figntheth the bearing or enduring any injuries 
whatever fo that:it may be faid to- be any 
trouble, grief, or evil, thatghappeneth to Soul, 
Body, Name or Eltate, and that either for try- 
al or puniſhment, The Apoſiles words. then 
may run thus: Trouble, grief, and other inju- 
ries attend every good Man, which when they 
come to your ſhare, Pray. 

Let bim pray, Tipogevy4 dw : This cometh from 
TTeogeu% 0a, Which {tgniheth as much as Bonorum 
petitio, the asking of good things, preces fundere, 
vata facere, accedere ad Deum, atq ab illo optare, 
ſexe precari, (aith Piſcator. From hence omitting 
other definitions, we ſay, That Prayer is a 


ſpeech, whereby we ask of God good things, *? 
whether corporal, ſpiritual or eternal, Now if 7 


we joyn this with what is fatd before, you will 
not only find the ſence good, but the Exhorta-» 
tion ſeaſonable. Seeing ye are not freed from 
trouble, but have miſery written on your fore- 
heads; and ſecing God hath things corporal, 
ſpixitual and eternal in his power, pray to him 
for deliverance. Having thus cleared our way, 
let us go on in our Journey, the following Pro- 
poſitions being our guide. And firſt, 


That the eſtate of God's Church in this Life is 


ſubject to affliion. 


Secondly, That Prayer is the only means of its 


deliverance. 


For ® 
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The þ iverſaf Medicine. 
% For clearing of- the firſt ( beſide my Text) 


if\we view her both in ſpirituals and temporals, 
the truth is apparcht. What greater affliction 


than to be killed,and killed by a Brother ? Thus Gen.4.8. 
was Abel; to be ſcored ? Thus was 1/aac tO Gen.21.9. 
ayaatcd ? Thus was Facob 3 to be perſecuted ? Gen 29.4- 
6,5, was David to be deſpiſed? Thus was pal.z.;. 
ordecai z to be condemned to a fiery furnace ? Eſth.3-56. 
Thus were the three Children 3 to a Lion's den ? pay... 
Thus was Danel ; to be beheaded ? Thus was Dan.$.16. 
. John Baptiſt ; to be betrayed, ſcourged and cruCir warz4. 10, 
hed ? Thus was the Churches Head, and the Mar.27.26. 


World's Saviour 3 to be ſtoned, fawn aſunder, 
tempted, ſlain with the ſword, being deſtitute, 


afflicted, tormented ? Thus were they of whom Heb.11.39. 


the World was not worthy, But what need I 
date the Church from o early an Epocha 3 ma 
not the Blood of Martyrs theſe ſixteen hundr 
years, the confuſtons in, and overturnings of, 
both Church and. State, within theſe forty, wit- 
neſs this {ad trath, That the Church and Chil- 
dren of God are not freed from temporal cala- 
mities ? We will now ſee whether their ſpiritu- 
al condition be more ſecure, or whether that 
admits of any change. O yes! There is no- 
thing but ſuch, till Heaven immortalize her,and 
turn her to a blefſed immutability. What an 
ever to be deplored change was that in Adam 2 


From innocency to corruption, from God tq © - 


the Devil, and from Heayen to Hell. Mutt this 
he his reſt for ever ? No, ( all praife to the Al- 
mighty ) he muſt change again, as before trom 
the better to the worſe, ſo now from that to the 

| B 3 better 3 
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The Univerſal Medicine. 
better 3 he by grace changeth to an eſtate of 
grace: And yet notwithſtanding, Man in this 
condition, mutt have his fluxes and rcfluxes, in- 
terlunes, newes, fulls, and decreaſes, as may ap- 


pear by this induftion. Abraham the Father of 


the faithful, who bclieved in things contrar 
nature, and obeycd in things contrary to 

nity, witneſs the hopes and killing of his 9% 
Tſaac ;, yet ſticks at his going - into Egypt, tor 
feax of that lite from which God had fa:d, there 
ſhould procecd a nwltitude like the Stars. Facob 


- . though he had parted with a Joynt for a bleſ-. i 


ſing, yet the fight of his Brother, or rather ti- 

Gen.32.7. dings of his coming, puts him out of Joynt. 
Beloved T1ſrzel, though he came out of Egppt 

fraught with ſpoil, yet one fight of purſuing 

Pharaoh made him unload both fraught and 
Ex0.14-I1+ faith ; Becarſe there were no graves in Egypt, haſt 

| thou taken us out to die in the wilderneſT, David 
Pſal-118-6: ſometimes ſtrong as a Rock, I will not fear what 
man can do unto me; yct at other times ſo caſt 
1Sam-25-1 down, that he ſaid in his heart, I ſhall one day 
- zKing-19.3 fall by the hand of Saul. Eljah though he had 
heen zealous for God, yet aroſe and went for 

his life. Peter's denial is enough, who out of 

fleſhly courage could cut off Malcha?'s car, yet 

before he receive a threat ora buffet, denieth his 

Maſter. And thus you ſte the Pillars are change- 

able. Now take the Churches own word , I 
Cant. 543+ ſleep, but my heart waketh : She that was but jutt 
row in her Sayiour's ſolacious arms, giving and 
receiving mutual Eulogics worthy of her felt, 

hath now folded her hands, laying her head on 
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the pillow of ſecurity 3 T ſeep. But hold : We TY 
necd not go ſo far for Witneſſes to atteſt this 3 


every one of us may look at home, where we 
ſhall find evidence enough. As for temporal 


troubles, who are free ? The King hath his, and #9705 onus. 


the Beggar his. And as for ſpiritual, who can 
ſay he hath made his heart clean ? he is free from 
ſin, and that's the cauſe of afflition., Who can 
ſay.upon good grounds, that his Soul had never 
a retrograde motion ? that the fire of divine 
Love kept always an equal flame in his breaſt ? 
Surely none, But alas ! We can all ſay, it we 
will, Sometimes our Souls run to God like the 
Chariots of Aminadab, and anon they are ſunk 
like Nabal's. Sometimes our Tongues are as 
the Pens of ready writers, and preſently again 
falter in our mouths, When we have received 
the bleſſed Sacrament, have we not cryed out, 
Lord, evermore give us this Bread, this Drink # 
And immediately, are not the Waters of Aſſis 
and Damaſcus.as good as that of Fordan ? When 
we hear of the Joys of Heaven, ſay we not, #+ 
had rather be door-keepers there, than dwell in the 
tents of Kedar ? But even then cometh a change, 
*Tis good for us to be here, Do we not vow to 
become new Creatures ? which 'is no ſooner 
done than undone. In fine, Unleſs I can ſee 
the old Man that had never a gray hair, nos 
aking hcad, panting heart , or empty Coffer 3 
that never found the way rough, nor the day 
cloudy , in his Chriſtian courſe ; that never 
wanted the return of his prayers, nor feared de» 
{ertion, nor yet the Urim and Thummim of af- 
| B 4 {urance 
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ſurance in his breaſt : Unleſs, I fay, I can ſee | 


the Man that can without tribulation enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, I muft hold this Truth 


for granted, That the et.zte of God's Church in | 


this life is ſubjett to affliciion : Which comes to 
pals not contingently, but for good Reaſons. 
Ac | 
Firſt, That the Pity, Power, Providence and 
Truth of the Almighty may be made manifeſt, 
Jer.30- 11 in keeping of his Promiſes, For I am with thee, 
| faith the Lord, to ſave thee > though T makg a full 
end of all Nations, whither T have ſcattered thee, 
yet I will not make a full end of thee, but I will 
correct thee in meaſure, and will not leave thee al- 
Plal.103.9. together unpuniſhed : He will not always chide. 
| - Secondly, The Church is afflicted , becauſe 
ſhe ſhould not forget her (elf, which ſhe would 
ſoon do if there were a perfect immunity from 
the Croſs ; which made the Prodigal a dutiful 
I Son, and David a keeper of God's Law; While 
Souldiers keep a Garriſon in peaceable times, 
they look more on the pleaſant fitnation, than 
fortification of the Place : Though one hot 
Siege makes them look more to muniment than 
omamint, more to the ſtrengthning of their in- 
ward Forts, than painting of their Frontiſpicce 3 
even {d proſperity or adverſity makes the Church 
fecure or vigilant. This was verihed in the 
Koſ'2. "UY Fewiſh Church 3 She knew not that F gave her 


. 


corn, and wine, and oyl, and- multiplied her filver 
Eo" and ber gold, which they had prepared for Baal : 
ok That is, While ſhe ſwimmed in all earthly de- 
| =” licacics, ſhe had not the grace to conſider, that 
; _ ka ip Is God 
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God was :the beſtower, and that ſhe had from 

him that very filver and gold which ſhe beftow- 

ed upon her Idols. Sce what followeth, which 

is to this effe&t 3 Becauſe ſhe doth not acknowledge Verl.g. 10, 
this, I will call in my former favours, and with- Ta. 
draw my hand from grving more, that ſhe may learn 

by adverſity, to prize what ſhe ſlighted in proſperity, 

and I will call her to an account for her Idolatrous 
feſtivities, I will remember the days of Baalim, 
therefore I will allure her, and bring her into the 
wildernefi, &c, That is, I will ſolicit her firlt 

with wholeſom counſe], then bring her into cap- 

tivity, or affliction, and even in the midſt of 

this, ſpeak comfortably to, and ſuſtain her 3 and 

when upon her repentance I have reſtored her 

to her tormer habitation, with all its appurte- 

nances, he ſhall ſing as before, and ſhall call me 

Ihi my Husband, and not as before, Baali my 

Lord. When Ephraim hath feen both fates, 

their own emptineſs, and God's goodneſs, they 

= cry out, What have we'to da any more with Hoſ.14.9- 

ls ? , 

Thirdly, God afflis his Church to cure her 16-28-18» 
ignorance. Your covenant with death ſhall be 
diſanulled, and your covenant with hell ſhall 
not ſtand 3 when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall 
paſs through, then ſhall ye be troden down by 
it ; from the time that it goeth forth, it ſhall 
take you, for morning by morning it ſhall paſs + 
over, by day and by night, and it ſhall be a , 
vexation, But hear to what end 3 only to un- 
derſitand the report, that is, to make them be- 
lieye the trath of God's Word, Doth not the 

s Scrip- 
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Scripture tell, That W horemongers and Adul- 
terers God will judge ? The Drunkard , the 
Swearer, the Thict, the Liar, and all other Pro- 
phanc perſons, hall not be held guiltlels ; yet 
"tis all but beativg the aur, tor who is afraid of 
any ſuch thing ? But when God doth ſend re- 
markablc judgments upon ooltinate tinners, they 
lay them to heart. When Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, were {wallowed up tor their rebellion, 
tis ſaid, The people feared. 

Fourthly, God aMicts his Church for the try- 
al of her faith. T: are in bear in?fs through mani- 
folg temptations : Why ? That the tryal of your 
faith, being much mare precious than gold that p:- 
riſhh, though it be tryed with fire, might be fuzend 
unto praiſe and honour and glory, at the comin of 
the Lord Feſus Chrit, To _—_ in God in 
Eden, is not ſo much as in Ac:!dama, Double 
gilt Silver may paſs for Gold from the eye, but 
the hammer or water of {cparation will diſco- 
ver what it 15: So Faith may paſs for currant, 
while Heaven {mileth, that is not ſO; bat if it 
once put on biacks, it vanithcth in dittdence 3 
it may look at Mount 2Drizb, but never build an 
Altar, nor oftcr an 1[7c. 

But Fourthly, To be brief, God aMicteth his 
Church to make her humble, patient and holy, 
All which ought to put us in mind, that we are 
n:ither to deſpiſe, nor deſpair at affliction, We 
tutti nor defpiſe them, but on. the contrary, 
Xicah 6.9. hearken both to them, and him who 
hath appointed them 3 for cvery rod hath a 
tongue, Is it Sword ? Hearken to it, Doth it 
not 
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! not warn to repentance? Elfe at laſt men are 
counted enemies, and flain for ever. Is it Pe- 
ſtilence ? Doth it not teach us to beware of the 
lague of a hard heart, and reprobate ſenſe ? Is 
it Famine ? Doth it not wiſh us to take heed of 
that that is neither of bread, nor thirſt of wa- 
tcr, but of hearing the Word of the Lord ? Is it 299 8-11 
Fire? Cryeth it not, beware of cternal flames ? 
Or if the affliction be ſpiritual, and God leave 
us to our ſelves, withdrawing the Joys of his 
Salvation from us, let us beware of eternal ſepa- 
ration, that feartul ſentence, Depart from me, I 
know you not, And as we muſt hearken to them, 
{o to him that appointed them. This was Da- 
vid's way, and it muſt be ours: Let him curſe, 2 Sam. 16s 
ſaith he, for the Lord hath bidden him ſpeak, : So 11+ 
ler us fay, Lord, we acknowledge thy Fudgments 
to be juſt, for we have deſerved them, and many 
more. 
But again, As we are not to deſpiſe the rod, 
{o we are not to deſpair when we lye under its 
Becauſe 
Firſt, They are Short ; and that in a fourfold 
reſpect : 
Firſt, In reſpect of the term of our life; and 
what is that? Even a vapour : Why ſhould we 
then deſpair for that we are not ſure will laſt a 
day, an hour, or a minute, 
Secondly, They are ſhort, if we conſider how 
ſoon God can deliver, and hath delivered fuch 
as have been afflicted, The Woman that had yy,,.c.2, 
the Iſſue of Blood twelve years, was cured in 
an inſtant by touching Chriſt's garment 3 nd 
T0 tnc 


-* The Univerſal 7 icime. 
the Man that had been lame eight and thirty, 


had as ſpcedy a relcaſc. 
Thirdly, They are ſhort, if we conſider the 


purithment of the wicked, which will be for 
ever: Iſz.66, and the laſt Verſe ; And they ſhall 


go forth, an4 look, upon the Carzaſſes of the men 


that bave rebellcd againſt me, for their worm dietb 


not, neither (hall their fire be quenched, &c, 
Fourthly, They are ſhort, in reſp:& of Hea- 
vens Joy. . Ina little wrath F bid my face from 
Ifa.c4.8. thee in a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſſ will I 


'bave mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer. 


Deſpair not then, - they are ſhort. 
Secondly, As they are ſhort, ſo they arc inevi- 
. table. Whatſocever God hath ſaid, muſt come 
to paſs : But he hath faid, Through many tribu- 
lations wwe muſt enter irto the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
therefore it- muft be ſo. Muſt we then be afraid 
of that we cannot ſhun ? ſecing he that would 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſccutie 
2T1m-3-11 Ons, | 
Thirdly, We are not to deſpair, becauſe we 


are but Partners with Chriſt. Hear his own - 


Joh.15-18- words; If the World hate you, ye know it hated 
| x Petugi12, before it hated you. And the. Apoſtle Peter 3 
13- Beloved, Thirk it hot ſtrange concerning the fiery try- 
al, which is to try you as trongh ſome ſtrange thing 
happened to you ; but rejoyce, in as much as ye are 
partakers of Chriſt*s ſufferings, that when bis glory 
ſhall appear, ye may be glad with exceeding joys 
Fourthly, There is no reaſon to deſpair, he- 
cauſe the aflitions of the godly are teltimonies 
of their Father's Love, .and their own Sonthip : 
_ For 


F 
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For whom the Lord loveth 
eth every ſon whom he rece 
But how ſhall we kno 
we ſuffer be fatherly ca 
greater Fudgements ? 
This you may know, 
ſtinguilhing-marks, As . 
Firlt, AﬀMiction proceedin 
pinneth betimes : 2 Tim. 4. 17. jJHagemen ve 
gins at the Houſe of God, &c. whilcas thoſe that 
mult receive the ſeverer laſh, : are ſuffered to, 
reign in their impiety, till the cup of their wick- 
ednels be full. | | 
Secondly, It is gentle : Pſal, 118. 18, The 
Lord hath chaftned me, but he hath not given me 
over unto death, But the other are moſt ſevere :; 
Pſal,75.8. In the band of the Lord there is a Cup, 
and the Wine is red, it is full of mixture, and he 
poxreth out of the ſzme, but the dregs thereof all 
the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them out, and 
drink them, | 
Thirdly, It hath a ſpeedy and happy end : 
Ta. 54. 7. For a ſmall moment have 1 forſaken. 
thee, but with great mercies will ] gather thee , 
while that of the wicked hath. the addition of 
eternity : Pſal.92.8. When the wicked ſpring as 
the graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flouriſh, it is that they may be deſtroyed for ever. 
Fourthly, The Children of God bear their 
afflictions patiently : The Lord gave; and the 
Lord hath taken away, faith Joh: And though 
be kill me, yet will T truſt in him, But the wick- 
ed muxmure and repine at theirs, 2 —_—_— 
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! Tam afraid I (hall fink 
, take theſe DircCctions. 
pether at your elves, 
d weight of the Croſs 
It when in your 0wN-ap- 
weli,have recourſe to God, 
Ss, how ready he 1s to help 
Sa 1 kc David for your preſident 
at time I am afraid, T will ralt in thee. 
| Secondly, Call to mind his Promiſes for af- 
filtance and deliverance : For aſhſtance ſee that 
matchleſs one, Iſa.53.1. But thus ſaith the Lord, 
that created thee O Facob, and he that formed 
thee O Iſrael, Fear not, for T have redeemed thee, 
for 1 have called thee by my Name, and thou art 
mine; when thou paſſeſt through the waters, &c. 
Which words, if they be taken in a literal ſenſe, * 
were they not fulfilled at the Red Sea and For- 
dan, to the Children of Iſrael, and to Shadrach, 
Meſhach and Abednego, who were in the fiery 4 
furnace, and yet had not their cloaths ſindged ? * 
And if you take them in a ſpiritual ſenſe, hear ?, 
*what the great Apoſlle faith, 1 Cor.10.13. There 
hath no temptation taken you, but ſuch as is com. | 
mon to man ; but God is faithful, who will-not 
ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, but 
will with thr temptation alſo make a way 10 eſcape, 
that ye m :y be able to bear it. | 
Thirdly, Look on and remember Examples 
of former Ages. Never any were overthrown, 
that ſought to him for deliverance, For this 
rcad Heb.11, and it will inform you. 


I 


—_—_ 
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\ # Now you ſay ſomething, may you poſſibly ſay. Objed, 
$ Thoſe that would have aſſiſtance under, and delive- 
, & rance from affliction, muſt ſeek , bit how ? | 
; 4 My Text an{wereth, Is any affidted ? let him Anſp, 
" Þ# praye © From whence we gather, 
7 That the chief Medicine for afflidtions of all 
! ſorts is Prayer, This hath annexed to it a Pro- 
| batum eſt trom Heaven, being preſcribed by the | 
| great Phyſitian of Souls only, not here in my 
Text alone, but alſo Pſal, 50. 13. Call upon me 
* in the day of trouble, &c. And it hath taken fo 
q well and proved ſo cffectual, that all the Saints 
in ſacred Scriptures have made uſe of it, This 
 Tſaac took for his Wife her barrenneſs : Ard Gen.25.21- 
3 Iſaac entreated the Lord for bs Wife, becauſe ſhe 
3 was barren, and the Lord was emreated of him, 
® and Rebecca his Wife conceived, This was Fa- 
*+ cos” weapon, when he expected nothing leſs 
8 than a revengeful meeting with his Brother 
2 Eſau : There *tis ſaid, He prayed to the Lord, to 
* deliver him from the hand of Eſan his Brother, Thus 
{did Moſes at the Red Sea : And - when T/rael x9 x 4.15 
- conquered Amaleck, This was Sampſon's ſhift Exod.17. 
? for Drink, after that miraculous Battle with the 11,12. 
| Philiſtines, Fudg. 15, 18, 19, And he was ſore 
 athirft, and called on the Lord, and ſaid, Thou 
3 baſt given this great deliverance into the hand of 
$ thy ſervant, and now I die for thirſt, and fall into 
JF the bands of the uncircumciſed : But. God clave 
$ 2be bollory place of the Faw, and there came water 
J ont of it, Was not this duty David's conſtant 
! practice ? As few of the Saints had more croſſes, 
7 ſo none oftner at the Throne of Grace than 
hum- 


} 
Fl 
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* himſdf, This the three Children experienced 
in the hery Furnace; Daniel in the Lion's Den; | 


Mat.26.39. 


Ot jec.1 bo 


Arſw. 


Oljed.,2, 


An. 


Fonab in the Whale's Belly and Feſis himſelf, 


whole infirmitics were finle(s, uſed this Anti- 


dote againſt his anguiſh : Aud be went a little 
frerther, and fell bu bis face, and prayed, fay- 
inz, Fatber, If it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs 
from me, &c; All which clear the Truth for- 
metrly afſerted, That Prayer is the chief Medicine 
in affliction, 

But here ſome may obj-@, and ſay, T am affliied, 
"tis true, and God knoweth my wants and neceſſi- 
tigs well enough : Then what need I pray ? 


To this unſeaſonable ObjeQtion, take this An» | 


{wer : Oratores non Narratores ſumus. We pray 


not.to acquaint God, as being ignorant of what . 


we want, but to facilitate his mercies, and te- 
fifie our obediefice to him, who requires it as a 
duty, ſeeing it hath pleaſed him in his unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, to appoint Prayer as'a mean, for 
obtaining all bl neceſſary at his hands, 


And ſurely he would be counted foolifh indeed, 


that would fay , Such a man kitoweth what I 
ftand in need of, and therefore T bope be will give it 


me without aching. | 

O but 1 "ni bath determined bow it ſhall be, 
and therefore let me pray never ſo much, it is im- 
poſſible for me either to open or ſtop. the current of 
his mercies. | 

To this I only ſay, That as God hath ordain- 
ed the end, ſo the means conducing fo that 
end, and the chief in affliction is Prayer. 


Bu 


— 


+ Sot thoſe mercies: you askt,. theiground of your «1 
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' But 1 have' prayed often \\\and am never the Objedi.3. 


; nearer 

--. It may.be:{v, and yet the, truth off what I Anſw. 

| have ſaid is no whit damaged. - For'ic” 7 2 
-+ Firſt, It + may-be- you: havewpmtayed 'arnils. 
Was the aim'and crid of  your,-requeit. to \pro- 
mote God?s'Glory,; and your Souls ctetna}- 1+ 
tereſt ? I doubt not. Was it not rather to aogw- 
:riſh: your own taſts? Would -yor- ue. tor's Li- . 
.cence «to. break” the King's-Laws,: and © have 'it 
granted ? Balaam built Altars, 'and:-the. Whore 
"Paid her Vows 3-1the firſt>tomaave God tor arte 

| this own: peopley/zarnd the ſecond for profperity 
to her: naughty coufſes, 'nexheriofiwhichicoulal 
3 expect to be heard. Irrahap>bei ye 5 ay 

 thegg?d] x Mifon Jana plentiful Effte, 
-that:yc migho s. NA fee Prodigal; and ſprad 
your'days\kn riokous livingy dias our Apgſtte 


Haith, Zoiclnfutvditr: on,your hefty + No marvelithed......,..; 


you receive it noty... oh na E-1 
-- Or.Secondlyg:1t may be ye -were- not:-fiqted | 


heart was not .cnough: platvettifor - thatiſoeds; 


you know theze is way-lidegrtiedy, pradthetny, mares; - - 


as well as goodigroundy!; 57 q5t 07 noma 
:;,Or Thizdly,z? Fis like:he would havelbyon 
pray more tearneftly ; For: that which wo fue 
longeſt tooWerprize moſt -when' we have? 
-The Spouſts.ovs!:is nevet 1dearery/ than when - 
ſhe hath ſought him, not only. on« her Bed, otaft 
ix the Streets,and;endured beating and wound- 


; Ing for hin 3-then ſhe holds himp and will nof 


| kthim go, until/he is brought into her Mos 


CG _ ther's 


Ind 


__ 
_ 
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.* .ther's. Houſe,” into .the Chambers -of her chat. 
conceived her. | 
Or Fourthly, -To prevent Firinual ſecurity.) 
If we ſhould have-all granted, we fhould ſoon; ' 
Tay with Peper,» Tt is good for us to be here or | 
Soul take thy eafe.;. St. Paul himſelf muſt pray 
| _— before! —_— buffctings of. Satan be remo- 
Objeli.4, ' | But ance "9s hd may ſay, Weave nite) | 
to be patient under affifion 3 .why ſhould we pray 
& forthe removal of at: 9 © | 
Anſw. + Prayer and vPatience' fuit well together 3 for 
Clrijt-and:)[Davizh) two bf -the'patientelt that, 
ever-lived;-beok: prayed. We: will now apply 
whit hath.beencfaid thus : | 
-3Js:Prayer the only Medicihe ry Then it fach 
as rake--other ways} and ({rarch; out other Re- 
ceipts mind-wdll what theydo.: dbazibh may 
2 King.1,2.4end ito:the Gbd of :Ekyon, and:Sumwd-may go to: 
the Witch at Endor, Ephraim and Fatah may 
implore the Aſſyrian, and ſend'to;/King Farch for for 
Hoſ.14, help, but they 4hall find none: ;-- pon oh in _ 
thatthe Fatherldfoawid mercy. > 1 | 
.-1.:21 IAabetondly;betim what 1s fad; "a may Fi 
occaſion to reprove theſe that'.are fullevand 
madataHiicion, that will :;a6t gltaycat al, )but | 
z#hounce at wick at Pittdy-mnd- Religion; 
Sich-tal afſnretily know, thao@od will break 
thole that will not bow; CONIINNEES 
ſtate forian exaniple; 
-4kirdly, ; f: Prkyer: be mhooaaly remedy 3 
Then let ime parſkwallt ſuch: as feel his afii | 
 hahid uporrthemy;no 'make thbix (tirft addreſſes | 
tohun, after this mannex ; Furſt, 
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hat . Firſt, With a ſenſe of their wants, acknow- 
 ledging themſelves to be undone, withont hope, 
ity] without help, without comfort, while they are 
on; without him, crying out with theſiotin-beaten 
or Diſciples, Mafter ſave ns, elſe we periſh. _ 
ray, Secondly, With fervency,-as- he tliat begs 
no- for his life; thirſting with David,-crying with 
; Moſes, wreſtling with Facob, and fighting with 
lad St. Paxl for Soul-ſatisfying Graces | 
ray. Thirdly, Faithfully ; that is; believing we 
| ſhall receive what we implote 'at his hands, We 
for mult not go as Queen Eſther to Ahaſuerms, but 
xt, as the Woman difcaſed to the - Soill-Phyſitian; 
pby This our. Apoſile exhorts us to, Chap.1.5,6,7. 
1, If any of you lack wiſlom, let bim as it of God, 
ch. #hat giveth to all: men liberally, and: upbraideth Wor, 
6! and it ſhall be grven him ; bnt let him ask in faith, 
wy nothing wavering, for he that wavertth, is like « 
to' wave of the ſea, driven with the wind, and toſſed 3 
ay for let not that man think, that be ſhail recerve any 
or thing of the Lord. 
ourthly, Conſtantly, imitating the impor- 
{ | tunate Widow, and hearkning to St. Pazl's Ex- 
ke hortation, wiſhing ſuch to pray continually, and 
id | fo continue in prayer, holy violence being very ac- 
at. Ceptable to God ; his Kingdom ſuffers it, and 
re the violent take it by force, Toſum up all : Would 
& you have your prayers heard in time of affliction? 
$. Let your aim and end be the Glory of God, It 
ye> priy for health, ſay with good Hezekgab, 
What ſhall be the ſlpn that I ſhall 'go up into the 
Houſe of the Lord ? And in the mean time ule 
4 all good means 3 for *tis to no purpoſe to pray, 
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_ and not endeavour by praftice, We would! 
think him a fooliſh Navigator, that would pray; 
for a good Voyage and happy arrival at the Eaſt 
Indies, and dire& his courſe toward the Weſt :: 
So it is as great madneſs in the Drunkard; the 
Swearer- the Lyar, the Sabbath-breaker, &c. to 
pray t- be delivered from their reſpeRtive ſinful 
courics, and yet never {trive to leave them ; for 
they do but take God's Name in vain,mock Re- 
ligion , and crucihe the Son of God afreſh. 
While as he that praycth and practiſeth, ſueth 
' for help, and endeavoureth to practiſe, ſhall, 
though he have lain among the Pots, come out! 
like the wings of a Dove covered with filver,, 
whoſe feathers are of yellow gold ; or thus, in 
our Apolile's words, Bleſſed is be that endxreth 
temptation, for when be is tryed, be ſhall receive 
the Crown of Life ;, tor which let us ever pray. 


\ 


God 


© _ 


{h.* AND 

2th, 

all, . 

= Man Miſerable. 
er 

we The Second Sermon. 
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IL CHRON. xv. 2. 


But if ye forſake Him, o will 
__ firſake T7 on. 


He greateſt Truths are always moſt 


| 
voy call'd into Queſtion ( ſuch is the 
perverſneſs of humane nature.) That . 
3d there is a God , hath been in ſome 


meaſure acknowledged by- all the 

; Sons of Adam, Nulla gens tam barbara, &c.” And 
yet David's F ool Caith oY heart, There is _ 

3 


Deur, 29» 
19- 
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and the Egyptian King's queſtion is no leſs wide 
Who is the Lord that T ſhould obey him ? His Om- 
nipotence which the Creation and Government | 
of the World ſufficiently evidenceth, hath been, | 
and will be oppugned by ſome, who ſhall give us 
fleſh to eat ? ſay the mixt multitude, Numb. 11. 4, 
Or kear them more plainly, Pſal, 78. 19, Can 
God firrniſh a table in the wilderneſs ? As for his 
Juſtice, which of us is free ? who ſome time or 
other ſay not, Though we add drunkenneſs to thirſt, 
and walk, in the imagination of our own bearts, yet 
we ſhall hawe peace, + but ſee what immediately 
tollowcth, The Lord will not ſpare him. To which 
as a ſecond, I joyn my Text, If ye forſake him, 
be will forſake you, which is a part of Azariah's 


.Prophecy unto Aſa, who as you ſee in the former- ' 


Chapter, ſucceeded A4hijah, and though he did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord 
yet lelt he ſhould at laſt boaſt and ſay, With mine 
orwn hand have T gotten theſe Viftories, the Lord 
ſent his Prophet to tell him, that it was not he, 
but God that was with him and fought for him, 
long, as he was wirh him, and ſerved him, 
but if it ſhould happen that he ſhould be weary 
and leave off to pay his allegiance, God would 
withdraw his f{overaign protection : If ye for- 
ſake bim, &c. The words then offer you a third 
Argument made uſe of by the Prophet. to con- | 
fivue Aſz in the ſervice of his Maker , as he 
bad begun, and that taken ab incommodo , from 
the diſadyantage that ſhould accrue to him if he 
did otherwiſe, The bare rcherſal of which Text 
ſhall ſerye both for Explication and Dodtrine, | 
Gus 3 6s They 
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They that forſake God, God will Faſak ; 
hem. , 


t 

In this there are. two things conſiderable. : 

_ Firſt, That men may forſake God; |. 

Secondly, God will forlake thoſe tha for- 
{ake him. 

Theſe two we will ſpcake to diſtinQly : ; the 
fixſt we will clear by thewing firſt, Bd,-or the 
truth of the thing, that man forſaketh Gone... | 


2. Buare, Why he forſaketh him.” 

3. Domoda, How he forfakes him, 

4. DBranda, When he forigkes him. 

5. The Application. -* ' 

Me Thats man forſaketh God. i iS a truth _ 

queſtionable : though alas ! 3 are all ready to 
fay with the Diſciples, Who torlaketh Ged/?: Is 
it I ? Or rathex, is. it not I;.: But. my-; -an{\yer, 
muſt be general, Tis you: and I, andall Many 
kind, we haye all forfaken,God + he. hats faid 

it, and muſt ſay it , Les-God:bet true,” auf ia 
want 4 lyar,. Look back-oni thole, diſmal, Expret 
fons, ( diſmal, I fay, for-whgt llowed.g- = 0.3. Is 


thox eaten ? what-1s this that: thou haſt dane # 1 y 
was there not ſomething ami here do you .Y 
think ? did the maker. of all things: chide-in \ 
vain ? .Nb'ſurcly, there was-a-breach of his. maſt 2 


juſt Co ts aftdl-:o them, hut: _ 

nal to us, 'ha forfook him in his awn paron, -we 

in his loyns, 'that this contagian - hat "0vtr- " 

ſpread all, fee the following Texts, 7-32 &-10- 

' faken: me; and-:ſeroed ather Gods: Thus ſa 2 — 

o_, Je - bane” forſakpn. __ Bret. ry - people bave 12.5. 
C4 


committed 


Th 


Jer.2.13+ 


Jer.5-7. 
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committed two great evils, thiy have forſaken me, 
&c, How ſhall I pardon this * Thy children bave 
forſaken me, and- ſworn, by them that are no Gods. 
Thou baſt forſaken me, Pop the Lord, thou art 
gone backward! 8c, :And now 1 came to the 
Yrare, or rather, let God come and expoſtulate 
with:you and me, ſaying, Why have ye forſaken 
me'? "This mult Tenew our ericf if our hcarts 
were net-obdurate : when we look on the Scri- 
pture before cited 3 What is thi, &c. As if he 
had ſaid, What haſt thou done ? or rather, why 
haſt thou done'this?: Wasnot thy Husband made 
the noblefti of Creatures ( Angels excepted ) 
walt nct thou made his <qual, he Lord, and thou 
tidy 3'was there any: thing wanting chat might 


n —_— 


enWteto your napp pinieſs?' what have you dong - 
0 


6 fI-fo foully iw{o'ſhort a time? Nay, and if 


6ar- memories: b& (0! falſe as' not to remember; - 


or if Wwe do, . but'think it belongeth not to us, 
heather to- the Son/ of :God- asking us the ſame 
queſtion+ IWnat bave- you done '? Did'T not com- 


my Apoſtles to: leave my Covenanted peo- 
"= avdtarn'«byow?:Doth not. my blood cry 


; peace; and reconciliation to. you ? What |. 


heve p6u for all thelethings forſaken me? you, 
whom I formed in the womb; you, whom x 
brought intsthe:world'; you, whom I have kept 


tm; and' from the world,” have you-forſaken me? 
What'cin dur-anſwers be ? ſurely ' nothing but © 
 thiso(at we have. not: renounced -Reaſon and: 


) we-ar all guilty, guilty of diſobe- 


But 


- 


2 s. guilty of-\ingratitude 3\we:who are m- |. 
| debied o tor all tile Moro , have torlaken thee; ' 


> 0 
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But though Adam be dead, his excuſes arenot : 


Iſradl , are not my ways equal ? Read Ezeh, 18, 
and your mouth will be ſtopped. He doth not 
love us: a poor exculez what more ardent ? 
what more paſſionate than Fer. 31. 29. Ir E- 
phraim my dear ſon ? is be a pleaſant child ? For 
fince I ſpake againſt him, T do earneſtly remember 
him ſtill - therefore my bowels are troubled for him: 
IT will ſurely have mercy on bim ſaith the Lord, 
Hoſea 11. 8. How ſhall T give thee up Ephraim ? 
&c. What greater expreſſions of love than theſe ? 
why then have we forſaken him ? Let us there- 
fore awake our drowſie Souls to this full and 
free confelſion, that we. are ready to flee from 
him that ſecks our cternal (alvation, and to obey 
him who plotteth our ruine. 

I comenow to the third, which is 2omodo, 


how we forſake God. 


Can we number the Stars of Heaven ? Can 


we bring the vaſt Ocean within the compaſs of 


a Nutſhel ? or darken the Beams of the Morning 
Sun? Can we count the hairs of our heads, or 
the exigencies through the whole courſe of our 
life 2: It theſe things be potſible, then may we ex- 
preſs the manner and ways, how we have for- 
/(faken him yet we may conjecture ſo far as to 
afford us matter of ſelt-condemnation, by look- 
ing back upon the firſt ſinner, and comparing 


\ our backſlidings with his ; As 


Firſt, He had harſh thoughts of God and his 
Promiſes, when he favoured that doubttul 
expreſſion, Leſt ye dies Now this carly __ 
"4 4 : 4 ; p a 


25> 


Thy ways are not equal, Hear now O b-uſe of 
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hath taken ſuch root. that we his offspring have 
no ſooner the uſe of our reaſon, . than we begin 
to reaſon. with our {clves 3. can it be ſo and' fo? 
can God number our dayes, ſ{cparate our fouls 
and bodies by death, or raiſe thoſe bodies reduced - 
to their firſt duſt ? can he refine flelk and blood 
ſoas to make it fit for the kingdom of heaven and 
everlaſting life ? and thus by harſh thoughts we 
begin to waver. 


| 


Secondly; He deſpiſed his commands, having a 
ſtrict Injunction laid upon him/not to eat the 
forbidden fruit, and yet he did it ; {o we, not to 
touch the Apples of Sodom, to loath fin. and our 
(elves becauſe of it.but alas } his and our obedicnce 
cometh to one paſs3 he tranſgreſzed , and fo 


do we, 


Thirdly,He was intemperate.all the Treesof the ' 
Garden gave not ſatisfaction. without that of 
knowledge of good and evill. And how well 
Amon, Abab and all of us imitate him in this God 
onely knoweth 3 Amon's lite: is tedious to him 
unleſs he can lie with his fiſter Tamar : Ahab will 
ly Cullen on his bed for Naboth's vineyard : Samſon 
mult have his Dalilab, and fo muſt every one - of 
us our beloved finnes;though hell and damnation | 


follow, 
aly, He was inordir ate ihhis love, preferring 
his ribto his Maker, 'Eae's ſiniles "and- ſugared 


words muſt weigh venue frownes and puniſh- 
ments of heaven, and we his offspring are ſtil ig 
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the Came mind, prizing the ' creature above the 
Creator , all which he that ſearcheth his owa 
heart, (but ſuperficially) will find to be true; fo 
that we may _ good grounds fay in thoughts, 


; words and actions, we forſake God : and 


that bringeth meto the fourth, which is 


®uando. When do we forſake God ? when 
do we not forſake him ? Pchold faith David, 
T was ſhapen in iniquity and in ſin did my mother 
conceive me : and ( I hope ) when. we know 
our right hands from our left, there is none of us 
{o (ſhameleſs, unleſs he be gone aſtray from God 
and his Mother the Church , that will {ay, he 
forſaketh not God. If David teacha young man 
to cleanſe his way,and Solomon bids him remember 
bis creator. and if St. Paxl call himſelf a miſerable 
man, where ſhall we find any in our time free 
from fins contagion * ſeeing there is no man 
living that finneth not. Let us now apply what 
is faid ; Thus, 

If it be not only poſsible but probable and too 
true, that we forſake Ged, may not this be matter 
of grief to us all,;that we have ſuch a Malter,ſuch 
a Father, (uch a Conſerver, ſich a Lord, ſuch a 
Law-gjver ſuch a BenefaQor, and yet forſake him? 
Let us thzrefore draw from our hearts Feremiah's 
wilh, that our heads were wells of water , and 
our eyes were fountains of tears, that we might 


weep day and night for our forlaxing of God. 


let us repent and turn unto him,knowing that he 
is gracious, merciful and ready to forgive, having, 
a mantle of love to cover our fins , and a ſcreen 


of 


od 
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mercy to ſtand between us and the devouring, ht! 
o* his Juſtice, While as the impenitent (inner, that 


hateth to be retormed, thall teel the truth of my 


text verified on him, God will forſake bim, and: 


this brings me to the ſecond branch of my 
Dorine, viz. That God will forſake ſinners. 

I know ſome will be ready to fay, this is very 
harſh we are all ſinners, muſt we be all forſaken? 
If we look on our tins as ſoul-condemning, and 
not alſo on the Mcdiator, who came into- the 
worll to {av ſinners from condemnation,we muſt 


conclude {o there 1s a throne of Juſtice , there ' 
we may be all forſa\en; but at the Mercy ſeat,we ' 
muſt make a dittin&tion (becaulc God hath made | 
it) between penitcnt and impenitent ſinners.and ! 


alſo betwixt their deſertions. And this ſubdivi- 


ceth the branch for clearing of which, I ſhall | 


thew ; 
1, How God leaveth penitents, 
2, Why he leaveth them. 
3. How long he leaveth them. 


To which I hall add a word or two of Application 
and when that. is done, take the ſame method as 
in the other. 

Firſt then ſceing it is a truth apparent to all 
Cand I hope all Chriſtians, nomine tenus believe 
it ) that all are worthy to be . deſerted : know 


that God forlaketh his owne children ſeveral 


Waycs'3 


Firſt, by withdrawing the gift of outward 
rrotecticn, and grace of inward comfort : tor 
; | out= 


PR, 
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cutward protection, How was Fob left ? Did 
not the Sabeans and Caldeans carry away his 


29 


Stock ? And did not- a mighty Wind throw | 


down his eldeſt Son's Houſe, which ſmothered 
all the rcſt of his Children, fo that in one hout 
he is robb'd of both his Sons and Subſtance ? 
For inward comfort, David and Forah are my 
Witneſſes 3+ the firſt wanting freedom of ſpirit, 
the Joys of God's Salvation formerly poſſeſſed 3 
the other paſt ( as to his own thoughts ) any 
hopes of recovery, being in the Whale's Belly. 
Betides who can deny, That the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the World, was dear to his Fa- 
ther ? And yet we ſce him left to the unparal- 
IkFd malice of a rude rabble ,, to be ſpit on, 
{courged, crown'd with thoms;, - beaten, cruct- 
hed, and not only ſo, but alfo deprived: of in- 
ward comfort. Was he not diveſted of it, when 
to man's apprehenſion he had-moſt need - of it ? 
In the end of his Lent, faith the Reverend Bi- 
ſhop Hall, Angels came and miniftred to him, 
but on the Crofs none durlt look out of a wine 
dow of Heaven to comfort hims : 


; Secondly, God is faid to leave his own Ser- 
-vants for a time,when he taketh away the know- 


ledge, feeling and fruits of his wonted Grace, of 
courage and holy /magnanimity. - This was Pe- 
ter's caſe, when for faving of a ſinful life, or ra- 
ther fear of a ſhameful death,: he denied the 
Lord of Glory, | - 
Thirfly, God is faid to leave his People, 
when he taketh away the Word; the Bread of 
Life from them. This Feremiab complaineth of, 


Lam. 
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Lam.2.7. God hath forſaken his Altars. And this 
is threatned, Rev.2.5. when he faith to the 
Church of Epheſus, He will remove their Can- 
dleſtick out of its place,unlefs they repent. And 
thus God leaveth his own. 

But why ? Firit, To try their graces 3 to ſee 
if Pavid. will pray, pray.pray :. Peter wcep, weep, 
weep : Paul continue in his defire to be diffoly- 
cd, and to be with Chriſt, Feb go on in his in- 
tegrity, and Jonah call unto God out of the 
Whale's Belly. ?Tis pleaſure to. walk in the 
helds in a Surnmers day,but the tryal of a man's 
hardineſs is to abide the froſt in Winter, 
.; Secondly,. That we may have pity on, ' and 
ſympathy with, thoſe that are deſerted : Gal, 
6.1, Brethrey, If any man be overtaken in a fault, 
reftore ſuch a one in the. ſpirit of meekneſs, conſi- 
dering hy felf, leſt tho alſo. be tempted. Expe- 
tience is a good Phyfitian | 
_ Fourthly,To wean our hearts from the World. 
T bave pnt off my Coat, faith the Spouſe, how 

Jhall Tput it on ? Though ſhe.is not long, in this 
tone, ſhe muſt and will riſe, her bowels yearn, 
her newly waſhed feet muſt tread the dirty-. 
Kxeets,. nothing giving, her ſatisfaction, till ſhe 
"gets a fight-of him-ſhe lately lighted, - - 
... Fifthly, He forſakes his People, to let them 
Ke the bitter fruits of fin. 3 and good reafon he 
ſhould, ſeeing; he: hath drank the bittereſt part 
of the Cup, who never deſerved to taſte it; -- 
_*-Sixthly, Fo.'endear his preſence the more, 
when it is regained. The Prodigal never knew, 
what it was to be in his Father's houſe, till lic 
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this began to be in want, Epbrain”” never knew 
the+ whence her Corn, Wine and Oyl, Silver and 
an- Gold came, till God withdrew it. . Neither do 
nd Chriſtians - mind the Author of itheir Bleſſings, 

till they are fect on their own bottom. And now 
{ce I come to the third thing, viz. How long God 
ep, ſeaveth his People. -As © 
lv-- Firſt, He leaveth them till they: be humbled. 
in- Peter's.proud ſtomack muſt come down, his da- 
the ring and lofty eyes mult weep tor 'his former 
the folly. David mutt ſmart under this loſs, till he 
n's repenteth the death and defilement of Uriah and 
'Bathſheba. 
nd  . Secondly, He leaverh his People, Fn they cx- 
al. alt: him; above all other things. The:Church 
who-before worild not ſtir over hes Beds-fide, to 
vfi= 'open' the door,, would now give -a thouſand 
be- Worlds, if ſhe had them, for one glunpſt of his 
bleſſed Face,or gne of his endearihg;extrafiions, 
Id. or embraces, he muſt now be no more contcmp- 
ow tible, but the chicf'of tri. chouſand, | 
his Application. \t 8.) 
mm, May the beſt be 207 we ? Then S ſuch as 
ty -. are good prepare: fot a:ſtorm, get. armonr of 
ſhe proot againſt this encounter, the oyl of faith'in 

- their kamps, to-light'them in this:cloudy night, 
m alweys minding his -promiſe who: ſaith; that 
he their forſaking' (hall be but - for 2bratl-moment. 
we \He wreſtled with - Fucoh but one- night till he 
. * gave him the Bleſſing, tryed Abrebam-but once 
re, before he made him Father of the faithful, nor: 
7, kept-ht the Woman of Samaria long;'in ſuſpence, 


lic. but inſtantly told hex, He was the Meſſab, He 1s 
an that 
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that true Joſeph, who when his Brethren come 
to) him with empty Sacks, filleth then with 
what they deſire,adding a filver Cup for futther 
obligation. Let none take it i}l then that God 
leaveth them on theſe accounts, for there wil 
come a- day, when they ſhall chink all their 


. ſighs, tears and prayers well beſtowed : One day 


in Heaven ſhall countervail all their deſertions, 
it they-'were to live Methuſelah's years. This 
for the firſt Part of the Dodtrine, 
; The ſecondis, That God will forſake them who 
forſake hims.- - 

Stand aſtoniſhed O Heavens, and -tremble 
- Earth, at thethearing of this molt juſt but dread- 
ful-ſentence, He will forſake you ! If Judgement 
begin at the Houſe of God, what ſhall the.end 
of them be, that obey not his Goſpel ? Sureh 
- this, He" will forſake them. - For enlarging 0f 
Chis —_ L railc thele two Queries t 


= << £45 Sa + 


I. How doth Ged forſoke the wicked ? > 
2, When doth be forſakg them ? * d 


To which, as is before, I ſhall Gem te ap 
' plication? - X 

'To'the hiſt, God forſaketh none of his Exea 
tures fo, :as:to withdraw his Efſence or Powe 
from therr{eeing the Pfalmiſt hath ſaid; bi 
ther (hall-]'go from thy preſence, or whither ſhall 

I flee from thy Spirit ; And Chriſt himfelf, Fhat 

he maketh bis. Sun to riſe oj the evil and the good 
and ſendeth rain on the juſt and unjuſt, 
Saul a Kingdom, ms fuds an hectic 


honour- 


j God 7uſt,and Man miſerable. 


who 


honoured Haiman, and yet all forſaken. The 
wiched flouriſh as a green Bay-tree,tor whom there 
is fire and brimſtone, and. a horrible tempeſt 
prepared ; but he forſaketh'them.by withdraw- 
ing his graces reſtraining and aflliſting, ſo that 
they run headlong to their own deſtruction. 


; And this is that denounced againſt the Fews, 


Ha,6.10. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes,leſt they 
fee with ther eyes; and hear with their ears, and 
underſtand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed : That is, Their hearts ſhall be hardned, 


and made obſtinate, and their ears dulled and; 


deafned, that in my juſt Judgement they may 
be given. up to a ſpiritual inſenſibleneſs, as a: 
duc. puniſhrhent of their careleſs negle& of my 
Ordinances, and that thereupon may follow 
their juſt condemnation, that giving up to un- 


+ Cleanneſs,Rom:1.24. to ſtrong deluſions,2 Theſ, 


2.11. And thus he forſaketh them, Now to 


- theother : When ? 


hi 


ſhall forſaketh them, 


Fhat 
700d, 


OUr« 


Life, 
'Tis in their Son 
after Death. 


'2. In by Sacraments. 


In their Life heC1. In bis Word. 
3» In their Prayers. 


n Tn 
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- Tn the Word, which is the favour of life und 
to lite, {weeter 'than the honey and honey- 
comb; the power of God to ſalvation to every 
one-that believeth, bringeth thetrue knowledg 
6t God lcadeth'Pilgrims in the way to Heaven, 
converteth the ftubborn and diſdbedient, is the 
Parent of Faith.zand/an tine,the Store-houſe and 
Magazine of Heaven, for all things nicceſſary. to 
4. Chtiſtian's Lite and Death.' Yet all thefe to 
av-ancegenerate twan have no relith he is like 
Solomon's Horfletch, crying, Give” give : Bat 
what? The light of God*s countenance? No, 
His ftvour which is'better than life? No. Re- 
ryiffion of fins? No. Faith ? No, Repentance ? : 
NG: -Heaven 'and Happineſs eternal: 2 Nos 
What then.? Rithies; Honour andpleaſure; like 
Tudus, preferring thirty pieces of Silver befote 
ns Salvation;and Eſax's Pottage beftre a Birth- 
ripht, © All their-cone is, Who wiltthew us any 

Brrt ſome of theſe may. ſay, T find* ſweetneſs in 
the World, then ſurely I cannot be forſaken. 

But wherein do you find it ? Whether in 
plowing or thre{hing ? Do you perceive it ſend- 
ing the bitter {cent of {in from your hearts, or 
bringing good {tore of money'into your purſes ? 
I have heard of one that thinketh there is no 
Religion, but what he hath when. he is in his 

but his Conclave ccchoeth; Pruantam 
profuit nobis hec Fabula Chriſti * How much 
hath this Fable ( I ſuppoſe he meaneth the 
holy Scripture ) of Chriſt profited us ? And 

þ would 
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would to God that all of us were free of that 
of the Jews, Away with Chriſt, and give us Ba- 
rabby , away with Heaven, "give us the fulneſs 
of the Earth : For this is the language of every 
wicked man's heart. 

Sccondly, God leaveth the wicked in the Sa- 
craments of the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
which is our aſſurance of his return, the Bread 
and Water of Lite.tor the nouriſhment of Souls 3 
for how little do they regard it? They may be 
fitly compared to. the J2elies, that loathgd 
Manna, and long*d for Onions and Garlick, 
and would have exchanged Quails for Egypt's 
Flah-pots. They ſee nothing in it but bare 


;Elements, they diſcern not the Lord's Body, 


and rather than ſpend an hour to prepare for 


It, they will utterly abſtain from it, 


And Thirdly, As for Prayer, which ought 


to be their Letters miſſive to Heaven, they will 


not trouble themſelves with that left the Wor!d 
ſhould count them ſuperſtitious; and if they 
po about it, it is to little purpoſe 3 becauſe if 
they ſay, Our Father, then they and their Ma- 
{ter the Devil muſt not be friends. Thy King- 
dom come, - they dare not ſay, for then they de- 
fire the happineſs they neither wiſh in good ear- 
neſt to themſelves nor others; and thus they 
neither read, hear, pray.nor receive aright, the 
god of this World having hardned their hearts, 
and ſhut their eyes and cars. But though this 
be enough, it is not all : They are forſaken 


alſo in their Deaths 3 and this appears by cheir 
_ - * diſlike 


- 
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diſlike of it, they would ( if they had their 
delire ) never die, Let Paul cry, while his 
Lungs ake, Cupio diſſotvi z, let Fob watch, He- 
zekiab ſet his houſe in order, David number 
his days, and Solomon cry. Al things are vanity, 
&c. yea Ict the Chrifiian's Champion,and Cap- 
tain” of their ſalvation, tay down his life to 
fweeten death, yet faith the wicked man, There 
is a Lion in the way, I cannot, I dare not die. 
And the rcaſin is plain Becauſe he wants thoſe 
three divine Torchcs of Faith, Hope and Love, 
that ſhould light him through the dark vail, 
and ſhadow of it. Faith he wants,or if he hath 
any. it is in his Eſtate, Wife and Children, 
Hope he wants, becauſe the Reſurreftion and. 
Heaven arc ſealed Books to him. Love he wants 
to all things. cxcept thoſe for his temporal life. 
And thus bcing a pocr, naked, blind wretch, 
mult.,whether hc will or not, be hurried to the 
grave, an Emblem of his enſuing priſon. And 
this bringeth 1.e to the third, His being forſaken 
aftcr Death. 
White there is life, we ſay, there is hope of 
a Sinners return to God, and the return of his 
blcſfed preſence in.love to him. But now,now, 
there is no Favourite : Let Noah, Danel and 
Fob plead, they muſt not be heard 3 no bribe, 
no hail can have any more place, to Gaol he 
. muſt,hidding an everlaſting adieu to him, whom 
he would never ( in lite ) (alute with bowed 
knee or broken heart 3 which ſeparation of all 
other is moſt deplorable for theſe Reaſons > {| 


Firk; 


— —— 
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Firſt, He is utterly deprived of the beatifhck 
Viſion, the Gght of God, tather, Son and Ho- 
ly Gholt. If Abſilom thought his lite a bur- 
den, while he was baniſhed from his Father's 
preſence, how much more t<dious and inſup- 
portably miſerable will his life be, who 1s de- 
prived of the ſight of him, in whoſe preſence 
15 joy, and pleaſure for evermore? lo lcavea 
dear Friend.and go into a far Countrey, nuaakes 
the loving Relation grieve at it, and grudge 
his intended Journey, though it be to his ho- 
nour and proht ; to leave a Father Mother, or 
Children more z a loving and vertuous Wife 
moſt of all, though they have hopes to meet 


| again to their advantage. But O how much 


more reaſon have they to grieve, who muſt 
for ever part with him who is more than Fa- 
ther, Mother, Friend, Wife or Children, to the 
greateſt diſadvantage, ſuch exquiſite torments, 
and ſoul-tormenting puniſhments, as cannot be 
imagined by any but him who feeleth them, 


Secondly, In reſpe&t of the Place whither 
they are baniſhed. It is not into ſome Wilder- 
neſs, to live among wilde Beaſts, nor into Trr- 
kie,to roweat the Gallies, from either of which 
redemption might be expected but *tis into 
Hell, Tophet , the bottomleſs pit , everlaſting 
fire, out of which there is no redemption, 


Facilis deſcenſus averni, &c. 
D 3 p Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, In ref pect of the irrevocableneſs of 
the Sentence : It is Jehovah's, Who changeth 
not ; the Laws of Medes and Perſi; ans could nct* 
be altered, how much leſs his, who is the Judg' 
of all the World ? They muſt be puniſhed not 
for a day, a month, a year, an age, and ſo e*- 
pect relcale, but from age to age, to all eteri- 


ty, without intermiſſion of torture, or diminu- 
ticn of parts. 


Fourthly, In reſpect of the puniſhment. *Tis 
not whipping.burning of the hand or fore-head, 
cutting off a Member, or difſeQing of the Bo- 
dy 3 all which though they be bitter, yet they 
may be born 3 but *tis weeping, wailing,gnaſh- 
ing, of tecth,lying.trying in hre and brimſtone, 
kept in flame by the wrath of Ged for ever and 
ever. If a man could not lye on a Bed of Down 
or Roſes, without turning for one year, though 
he fared deliciouſly every day without. pair 
how much more intollerable will it be tolyein 
fire _ brimtione millions of mullion s. of 
years ? 


Fifthly,In reſpe& of the Tormentors. The 
Devil will not be cnough, tho6ugh'he'be' too 
much to make the ſiate miſerable, but there 8 
a Sword, a Vulture, a Worm,that cuts,devours 
and conſumeth the Soul, yet without dimirati: 
on, the Conſcience, whoſe ats as well diret 
as reflex, will breed eternal horrour. Thoſe 
when they behold David, as Malter of the 


Quare 


The Univerſal Medicine. 
Quire in the heavenly Ferxſzlem, Noah, Danjcl 
and Fob, with millions n:oxe, fitting about the 
Throne, with their Harps tuned to an cternal 
height,in the praiſe of a {lain Saviour. ,: Theſe, 
when they. cenlider their, ,own trowardngs, 
having had; the fame God to deal withal as 
they, che ſame, Word, the ſame; Promiles, their 
ſame mcans, the fame nicrcics, for attaining the 
wilh'd for cnd, and yct flighted all this, (hall 
be the cauſe of their vain wiſh:s, of bzing co- 
vercd by Hills and Mountains, and a total (;if 
poſſible ) annihilation. - Conſider theſe things 
ye that torſake him, left he. forlake you, and 
tear you in pieces, while there-is none to de- 
liver, 


Application, 


And now, wicked .man, this is thy doom, 
think of.it what thou wilt, *tis as- ſure as God 
15 in Hcaven.and. thou on Eaxth, . And yet will 
not the hearing of all this break thy hard heaxt, 
and thaw thy trozen eyes? W.1ll not the thoughts 
of, eternal buyrving, bate thy, unnatural flames ? 
Doth the pleaſure of fin that. is but tor a {calon, 
make thee run upon thy eternal ruine ? Give 
over, ere it be too late, I t&dll thee, and com- 
mand thee to: hear and believe me. as thou wilt 


.anſyer the contrary at the great and dreadfii1 
. Day of Judgement, when. all .the World ſhall 
- he in a flame of fire about thy. cars, and. thpu 

cank find. nq hiding place 3. thou wouldeſt give 
to ; D 


4 Creſis's 


40 * God Fuſt and Man miſerable. 
Creſiss Riches, Abſolom's Beauty, Achitopbel'y 
Craft, the rich Glutton's Treaſure, the Prod; 
pal's Pleaſure,” nay ten thouſand Worlds, , 
thou hadit them, for one ſuch advice, when i 
will not be given. To day then, while it i 
called to day, harden not your hearts: And i 
ye will not hear me, hear an Ancient 3 Di 
agis miſer, perire vis ? Facillimo iſtud impendi 

- fret, horula una, imo wunica parte horule., per iran 
vel libidinem patras quod eternum doleas. That 
1s, Miſerable man that thou art,what doſt thou 
do, wilt thou periſh ? Thou mailt do fo at an 
ealic rate, ſecing in one hour,or one part of an 
* hour, thou maiſt do that by anger or luſt, which 
thou mailt repent for ever. And again, O ce- 
citas humani generis ! nullis ſat lachrymis depls 
randa, ex omnibis Templorum Pulpitis clamatm 
eternits, eternitds, eternitas, nos nibilominis pre- 
ſenti ducimur voluptate , adeo perire ſuave et, 
That is, O' the blindneſs of mankind ! never 
enough to be lamented with tears, for though 
eternity, eternity, eternity, ſound from every 
Pulpit, yet ( fotgetting that ) we are altoge- 
ther led away with preſent pleaſure and delight, 
it is {o' {weet a thing to be damned eter- 
hally. hes log * t 


g But now (leſt my Sun ſhould ſet in a Cloud) 

if any pious, though dejeted Chriſtian, ſhould ſay, 

T bave been forſaken a long time, the Vifion hath 

' riot as yet ſpoken, I am afraid T have'ſinned in the 

', Jame degree with thoſe that muſt be eternally fr 


faken. 


God Juſt,and Man mniſerabl —_ T 


Be not calt down unleſs you have better Anſw« 


grounds, than what you have faid cometh to. 
Did not you take- your time in {nning, and 
will not you give Ged his time of anſwering 
and pardoning ? And as for your fear,put your 
ſins to the tet, ſearch, and you may find diffe- 


4 © rence betwixt yours and theirs to your fatisfa- 


Gion, and if you cannot fnd better marks, take 
theſe of mine. | 


Firſt, The wicked man fſinneth continually, 
for God is not in all his thoughts, and if He be 
not there, the Devil mult, and what he wyll 
prompt him to , may calily be conjectured. 
While as the godly fin but ſometimes, when 
the fleſh hath got the bettcr in the conflict. 


Secondly ,, He ſins with greedineſs. - The 
Drunkard drinks , the Swearer ſwears, the 
Thief ſteals, ec, ſorry for nothing but that he 
cannot do more, he hatcheth miſchief upon his 
bed, and when he riſeth he practiſeth ; *tis 
meat and drink to him to fill his conſcience 
with offences both againſt God and Man. 
While as *tis tedious to the other, the burden 
of their ſmful Song is alway, Wo is me 3 ſee 
David and Paul. 

| 444 


Thirdly , He hunts after it. The young 
man in the Proverbs is ſaid to go out of his 
way, and paſs the corner of the ſtrange Wo- 
man's houſe, begging as it were her proffered 
ol a 
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embraces, But the godly-arc dogg'd and.-humt- | 
ed by temptation and ſuggeſtions, and cyubxage * 


them contrary to their intentions. 


Fourthly, He ſinneth deliberately. ?*Tis net 
Paflion makes him ſwear, nor Drunkenneſs up 
chaſt, Poverty doth not force him to ſeal, nor 
Riches fieal away his heart z hut viewing the 
feigned honeſty, profit and pleaſure of tin,. he 
xcjoyceth that he is its captive. But a good 

man 'is, always ſurprized, David looking trom 
his, battlemept, Lot in his drunkennels, and 
Peter in his fear, 


Fifthly, The wicked man is. {cldom checkt, 
his. conſcience is ſeared, or el{e he takes all di- 
vertilſements to beat off its blows, he thinks it 

_an evil Spirit,and therefore he will call for mu- 
lick to- calm jt. But the other is no ſooner ont 
of the way. than his heart ſmites him,and makes 
-him cry out, :I have ſinned. 


-  - Sixthly, 'When he falks,he rifcth not, judg- 
wg; himſelf then, and not till. then, to be an. his. 
own clement. But the other; when he; hath 
fallen, riſeth and runneth-fafter; Had. not Da- 
wid fallen, we ſhould have wanted his Peniten- 
tials, and Solomon's Mildemeanours produced 
-his-Reeantations. » Mem "11 
STTEDIG IT ED 32 NE: 

Laſtly, /The;wicked man' remembers his.fins 
with jay wibencthey are-paſis--O how brave:a 


fellow 


n. 
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ant. {ellow is he, though he hath a ſnowy head, 
brag: and toothleſs jaws, conlumed intrals, and wi- 
thered, nay rotten limbs, that can boaſt of his 
- murthers, adulteries, rapes, thefts, drunkenneſs, 
? BY. Sabbath-breaking, cheating and cozening, and 
S U- 11] manner of vice! This chears his heart, and 
"or makes his face merry. While the godly fetch a 
; the ſigh, nay an hundred, for every former fin 
». he thought on,and for every ſigh ſhed an hundred 
200d tears, for every tear a prayer for pardon of the 
TOM fins of infancy, youth, man-hood, and old ages, 
and Judge now by theſe thine own eſtate. And 
now to ſum up all,l ſhall only repeat my Text, 
with that that goeth before : The Lord is with 
ckt, yore while ye be with him, and if ye ſeek him he 
di- will be found of you , but if you forſake him, be 
SI pill forſake you. The laſt of which that we 
Nu may never do, Ict us ever pray, 
out: - 


kes 


* Saul 
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eB SOIDIEIDHKS: 
SAUL 


Among the PROPHETS. 


— 


The Third Sermon. 


Rom. I. x. 
Paul a ſervant of Teſus Chriſt. 


Hey that go down to the Sea in Ships, 

that do bulſineſs in great waters: 

they ſee the works of the Lord, and 

his wonders in the deep, faith the Pal.109. 
Kingly Prophet. What wonders and works ? 24,25. 
« He commantlah, and raiſeth the ftormy wind 
 whichlifteth up the waves thereof, they monnt up 
zo the Heaven, they go down again to the depths, Verſ.26,2f 
their foule is melted becauſe of trouble \ they 29:29, 
; reel to and fro, and ſtagger like drunken men ,, and 
| me at their wits end. Then they cry unto the Lord 
in 
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in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of thi; 
difireſſes, &c.. Apd may not the like ( if no 
greater -) works and wonders” be beheld þ/ 
| _ thoſe that converſe with him in his word 
Gen.3.6,7. was not Adam created immortall ? yet by he 
: fall made frailfind Mbjcct tg- mortality, Wa 
Gen.46.27 not the Patria&hs Fcſpicable..zt their deſcens 
intoEgypt, bangih all but thiceſcore and te 
hunger-ſtarved ſoules ? yet made honourabl 
opulent.ang populaus Þy the ame power. Wz 
not Lu 4p Kirvg ?Ifet dethron'd ay 
diſpoſſeſſed by the ſame hand 7 what neg 
Emnitipty Scriprurcowonders?finceattconama 
therein is wonderkyl 3 and-yet ngthing (in m 
Judgment Y more to be adimired', than wh 
concerneth the Pen-map_ of this _Epiſtle---Sax 
as g. Is henot in the ſame hour and for any thin 
we know ing the-lame Higſc quite alters 
from one extream to another ? what was | 
his.thoughts 2 Or what was his diſcourds. t 
tho{E that jotirney*d with him, before he {a 
the light about him and heard the voice {ayimn, 
Saml, Sauh, whyperſecutgt,thau me ? Donbtle 
. they were to ,this effect 3. Who, or what | 
i. this Jeſus, theſe madmen adore ? They (I 
pay, dearly tor him now: for I have receive 
: Tetters from. the high-Prieſt with power 1 
« bring thoſe lawleſs runagates bound to Feruſala 
. and there ſhalk be nothing wanting in me 
+. therexecution of my whole commiſſion. Y: 
.z©,_- for all this, he no ſooner heareth the voy, 
that had charm'd them, but he alſo is captivats. t 
| | a 


( 


mad. —_ Yy 


> ©, 
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[thy and (in teſtimony of his ſubmiſſion )cryeth out, 
1 Lord what would*f thou have me. to do? Is 
bv not this a wonder then worthy our beſt regard? 
ord! that an enemy in the heat of blood. PP 7 eng 
4 his ſword to his own breaſt : reſolving ſooner 

to expire thereby than wound, though lightly, 
rw the meaneſt of thoſe he accounted x; ry - 
1 ts and will now ſuffer himſelf to be bound and 
rabl martyred for the ſame cauſc he intended/(before) 
We to oppoſe. And that the whole world might 
AV ſee he was no counterfeit, inſicad of his former 
NC. Rhetorical flouriſhes for obſervance of the Law, 
I he'makes uſe of the moſt piercing and weighty 
nm Argutnents to bring, more to the obedience .of 
whi the! Goſpel. All whnch is obvious to the meaneft 
yd Readet of his Divine writings. But to what we 
hin jritend. And firſt, that our method may be the 
(C9 rhore clear, we: will (divide. the whole, and 
5 | pO the firſt pare of the Epiſtle, 


1a = he vat Sine 


wo Firk, You have: a-Preface from the 1: to the 
at | 17; verſe. Secondly, you have the body of the 
ſv Epiſtle from the 17. of the 1. Chap.- to the 
Ve x4. of the 15, Thirdly, The Concluton from 
r {. thence to the end. 


> & | _ . Subdivifion. 
70F, Againin the firſt, viz. the Preface, you have 


ats. the i Inſcription Gr -Titke in the firft ven 
A Verſes, 


p——_— - 
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Saul among the Prophets. 
wherein is contained @zis , the writer Pax; 
Duid, What he writeth, 2iz. the Dodtrine & 
the Goſpel ; 2yibus, to whom he writeth, tis 
to the Komans 3 and Fourthly you have wotum; 
Apoftol:, the Apoliles wiſh, Grace t9 you and: 
peace from God our Father and -the Lord Feſt 
Chriſt, | '# 


The Penman then is Par! , the ſame: that 
before was named Saul. About the fhir{t of thelt 
names diverſe Authors are of diverſe minds' 
ſome would. have it Hebrew, ſome Greek. and 
ſome Latine. Others that he tooke it to himſelf 
after the convertion of Sergins Panlus. Others 
that it was changed by God, as Peter was called 
Cephas and the ſons of Zebedee Boanerges. Quibus 
neeſſet inferior, faith. Thenph, Mutatum eſt ill 
'zomex. But after all theſe, it feemeth mots 
probable (as the. leamed Docter Hamond' 
faith ) that being a Jew bom in the City of 

Rome, he had two names given him at his 

Circumciſion , Saul a Jewiſh, and Pal a 
Roman name, as may be gathered from” Air. 
13. 9. Saul which is alfo called Pawl: yet. 
there is not ſo great difference about the names, 
as there is matterof wonder in what followeth. ; 


A ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Duantum mutains ab illo! 


Paul a Jew of Tarſus, Paul, or rather Saxl that 
tmbrued his hands in the blood of the fult- 
& Martyr, 
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Saul among the Prophets: 
2d; Martyr St. Stephen 3 'and made havoc of the 
e <> Church of Chriſt, hardning his heart and hands 
- 225- with binding thoſgwhom faith had looſed, 
otun, hat vomited out blaſphemies againlt the Son 
ans, of God, is he become the ſervant ot Jeſus 
Poſt Chriſt ? yes, | mh as 
3 Di color albys erat nunc eft 'tontrarius albo. 


15 


- He that before was a ſlave to his luſts, and. an - 


thy Enemy to.truth, is now become the ſervant of 
hefs Jeſus Chriſt. by 
nds . Take then his mind in this text to be as if he 
and. bad ſaid, Religious Romans, Let not my name 
Saul nor thoſe other things that have-made me 
heyy. formidable to you heretofore, deterr you from 
Hed. bearing my words, or embracing my dodrine; 
ib. Lince by the grace and ſpeciall, tavour of my 
23. God I am become a fellowsſervant & believer 
noſt! with you,and not onely ſo,but in an immediate 
og 2Aanner {ct apart to the preaching, of the {ame 
of Goſpel you delire to believe. I earneſtly intrear 
.. your attention , afſureing you that there is 
nothing now more deat unto me , next to 2 
crucified Jeſus,than your eternal ſalvation. From 
web the words thus clear I ſhall lay down theſe 
bar three dorines or propolitions. | 
hb. I, That there is no condition ſo deſpicable 
nor quality {0 depraved, but God can 
alter when he intendeth the edification 
of his Church. 
2, That the greateſt Saints have been 


ot Sinners. 
yt, ” 1 3. That | 


14 


_ 


Mat.4.18. 


3 Sam. 17» 
28. 


Saul. among the Prophets. 


3- That it isa happy change when men hate 
the ſervice of fin and hccome the Ser- 
vants of-Jeſus Chriſt,. 


_ For claaring of the firſt we muſt conſider 
What manner of perſons the bleſſed Apoſtles 
were before their calling, As for their outward 
conditions, were they not as low as low could 
be ? poor fiſher men. And as for their qualitics 
It may be preſum'd that neither Mathew nor 
Saul were better then they ſhould have been. 
The one being a Toll-gatherer or Publican, and 
the other a blaſphemer, a perſecutor,an injurious 
perſon,and yet we ſec the one is made a Diſciple, 
the other an Apolile, | 


And thus God ſcemeth to deal for theſe 
xeaſ{ons : 


Firft that the world may ſee that he is no 
reſpecter of perſons. When Sau} was made | 
King, it is not to be doubted but that there 
were in Iſrael many as beautifull and more fit 
than he, and yet he is choſen. Were there not 
in the Camp of 1ſrael many fironger thanDavid 
that might have undertaken the quell ? yea 
{urely ! the fleightmg and opprobrious expreſ- 
Gons of Eliab confirm it. With whom haſt 


thou left thy few lheep?yet he is choſen to hight 


for God. In fine, were there not wiſer men in 
the Jewiſh Church, than the twelve Apoliles, 
and more calme ſpirited and better temper'd 

3, (even 


- Saul among the Prophets. ti 
(even in moralls) than Saw? furely there werez 


and yet they: are. choſen to''be God's mouth 
to the nations. © ro0y; 


Secondly, Becauſe he will keep men” from 
boaſting or thinking better of themſelves than 
is fit. Had he called the high prieſts, they might 
have thought it was becauſe of their dignitie. 
Had he called the Phariſees , thcy would: have 
ſaid their ſeeming Religion and outward 
' profeffion was: the cauſe of it, The priiices and 
nobles they might have faid it was becauſe of 
their grandeur and ſuperiority in the world. But 
that all their mouths might be ſtopped, he called 
the foolith & contemptible things of the world, 
that they might confound the wife, vis thoſe 
poor hfhermen that could bragg of nothing but I Tim, t; 
that they had obtained mercy, 16. 


Thirdly, He doth not look at the qualities 
and conditions of men when he intendeth to 
call them to his ſervice, that he may be known 
tohave that royall prerogative of changing the 
heart. Was not catching of fiſh the maine 
deſign of the four firſt called Diſciples as may 
be gathered from that expreflion ? Maſter we x ye 5.5, 
have toiled all night and havecatch'd nothing, X 
Yet ſee how ſoon the caſe is altered, Chrift had 
no ſooner ſaid, Fearnot, &c. than they foar y,,q. ;, 
aloft into another ſphear and forgetting theis | 
trouble leave all and follow him. 


E 2 Fourthly 


Objec.1 , 


would immediately call us as he did them. 


Saul aihong the Prophets. 


Fourthly,; He looks neither at qualities nor 


conditions, that none. may deſpair of his grace 


and mercy. Poor men, extortioners, perſecu- 
tors, blaſphemers. thieves and proud men, have | 
been called,-and ſo may ſuch yet ; God's hand 
is not ſhoxtned, 


The Dodtrine thus proved, we (hall apply 
thus : 


Doth not God look at the conditions and 
qualities of men, when he intends to call them 
to his ſervice ? Then let us admire his Wiſdom, 
for here it” appeareth in a high degree. Who 
can be a better teacher of Humility.than he that 
hath been in a low condition > Who a greater 
inveigher againſt Extortion and Cruelty, than 


| he that hath ſenſibly felt the cruelty of both ? 


Who a more tender-hearted Phyſitian, than he 
that hath been mortally wounded ? All which 


we may ſee in thoſe now glorified Souls whom 


| he then called, 


Secondly, From hence we may take occaſion 
to reprove thoſe unhappy wretches, who ſlight 
all outward calls Ke inward motions : They 
{ce they may be good. Were not ſome of thoſe 
already ſpoken of as bad as they ? and yet be- 
came God's darlings and boſome-friends ? 


But *tis like we would be good too, if Chrift 
0 


Saul among the Prophets. 5? 
. O ye fooliſh and perverſe Souls! Why ternpt 4nſw, = 
ye Chriſt ? Was it not enough that he ſtayed = 
on Earth thirty three years, pointing out the 
way to life eternal ? Would you have him come 
down again to teach you the way ? Was not a 
Sequere me;Follow me.,the whole of their Calls ? 
And have you, not: the ſame ſtill? Is he not 
ſtanding on Mount Zjon, holding out the gol- 
den Scepter 'ef: his peace to (you in” his holy 
Word, which he ſpoke with his blefſed Mouth, 
and ſea'd with his precious. Blood ? If this will 
; bot ſerve your, turns, aſſure your ſelves there is 
a day coming, - when his all-awakening Voice 
ſhall make you appear, to.receive the ſentence 
= Go ye cxrſed. And this for the firſt Propoy 
tion. EW | 


- The ſecond is, That the greateſt Saints have 
been Sinners. | bo | 


' So much may be gathered- fxarm/:the firſt 
word in' the Text. Holy: Sc:\Babalponce a” 
bloody and. cruel Sa!. Abrahamgibinetinne 
aonee yet afterward. Father: of *t Sore 

es, Dauid, Soloman, Hezekiab, Forgh;" Ma-! 
thew.Zachews, andall the reſt-of re Worthies;! 
that now walk with the Lambrirv white, have. 
had their. failings: and: infirmities, ' ſome les, 
ſome more, yet are placed now above this Ex-.} 
ratick Globe. - in;thoſe Manſions: that are nn 
ſpeakable and full of glory.” + ---.! 1 2 


ws. And 
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-. - And all the.Reaſon we fhall gjve at preſent, 

is 3 Becauſe all are the Children of finful Adam, 

- whoare all with him concluded 'umder'fin, Gal, 
Z+2 2s Sy | Þ$= 


* . The Inferences from this Doctrine might be 
many, a few of which we ſhall propoſe thus; - 


\ iFirſt, To caution all not to makethoſe glos 
xihed Saincs patrons to our fins, 'and patterns 
6F-. our -lics,. fo fir as they were faulty ; but 
eoxating, that with our love,which Chriſt hath 
covered with his Blood, theit amendment and: 
true repentance/may be our exemplar, in the 
whole courſe of our Journey throygh this val- 
ley of tears. St, Chryſoſtom preſſing the ſame 
thing, 1s of the fame mind : Donot (faith he) 
think that David's tant was recorded, that we 
ſhould imitate it, but it was propoſed for our: 
riſing, Let us therefore walk circumſpeRly and . 
watchfully, for we are not wiſer than David, 
who wheihe had neglected his duty but a lit- - 
tie, was thrown. headlong into the very gulf of 
{ih,. yet xoſeagain; Look not therefore upon 
hut only as he finned, but as he wiped away 
his : 1m agait”. And therefoze is this Story 
written ( to wit'of David's fall.) not that ye 
{honld conſides him only as fallen, - but admire 
his zifing, that when thou falleſt chy ſelf, thou 
maift know how-to riſe- To this purpoſe alſo 
St. Auſtin, Many will falt with D4vid,but they | 
will not rife with him. This cxample is not 

4; + a .- So 
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propoſed; that thou maiſt fall,” but that if thou 
dott fall, thou- maiſt riſe again. Beware then 
that thou fall not : Let not the falling of the 
Tich be a pleaflire to the poor, 'but let the falls 
of great ones be a terror to thoſe below them. 
For this eatiſe then it is propoſed, for this it is 
written,for this it is ofterr read m the Churches, 
that they who have riot fallen (hearing) may 
not fall; and that they who have fallen may 
rife again. FI | 


Secondly, "To cornfart ahd open a door of 
hope to- all Believers; Have the greateſt Sathts 
been Sitmers ? Then'be not you diſtcoutaged 3 
your God-is the famie as when ke forgave them, 
his bowels of metcy and tender*'compaſhon are 
no fewer, he-htath the famie cars to recerve your 
rayers, and the ſame bottle for your tcars, 
ce, faith St. Baſil, Peter denitd ' his Maſter 
thrice, not that he might All, bit that-thon. 
thight{t . have conſolation: Antt'St, Bernard”; 
You-havecheard ( ſaith he ) what tmercy out 
Apoſiles have obtained, that how; tone of "ts 


being checked in the Court of Coplcience, 
fould be confourided; byrealort of bal 
firs,” more than ts meet: "TR" Hke thou * Hott 


committed {ome fin againſt thy _- tion 3 | 


but haft thon:done more than-Pgil'? What anc 
if againſt thy Religion ? Hat thon done tore 
than Peter ? Yet notwithſtanding alt this; they 
(repenting from! the bottorn'of the heart) have 
not only obtam'd LS Td Wh: = 5 
| E 4 h 
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, Fane by, 


Sabl aftony the Prophets. 


.do-thog. likewiſe; for the Scriptore, y—_ 


.for thcc, 


Thirdly, Have the orcatcli Saints been Sii> | 
ners ? Then let none deſpair. , Your fins are 


not ſo great, but-Chyilt's merits arc greater 3 


your. miſery. is not- {o deep, - but his mercy is 
deeper 3. your Squls are not, ſo deformed, but 
Chrilt your -Saviour's Blood can make them 
White and beautiful. Who ſhould deſpair, 


ſaith St. Bernard, for the greateſt offence, tince 


"Saul who wasbreathing, out threatnings againſt 


the x ron of .God,..was made a; veſſel of clecti- 
Who ſhould fay, I am preſſed down with 

46 weight of ny fans, I cannot rife to better 
ſtudics,? when.in the very Journey, wherein 
he thirfied after.Chriſtian/blood, and had his 
bye ſwellec with  igveteratexnalice, this ficrce 
Cutgn Is. xddenly. changed into a faithful 
xcacher. {paix not, ſaith St, Chryſoſtom, 
for : though our Wounds. be grievous, yet they 
re,not meurable, -oux Phyſitian. being ſuch as 
Fa prongded leycrak mays FR CUICs -;* 


1;,£0 Fog res Hr the greateſ} Saints been Sin- 
.Then 6;we prould become Saints, 1ct us 

e- refine £ouple they. did... They turned, 
8:1 492d unfcigned.repeptance, Ict 
06: Boy mpoxtun'd the Throne of. 

960 xceflant; prayers, let:nsdo ſo too : 
They ate thoſe works, of mercy com- 
Gel, Iet us do 1oteo, that alicy 


to. 


. Saul among the Prophets. 
the-miſerics of this life (as they) we may en- 
| ter into- the joy of our Lord. 

A ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Whence I gather, 


| That it is a bappy change when man leaueth the 

ſervice of fin, and becometh a ſervant of Feſus 
iſt. 

5 That this may be the more clear, I ſhall lay 


down theſe two things, namely, 
Firſt, What eſtate man is in while he ſerveth 


ln. me: 
; Secondly, What, when he f{erveth Chriſt. 


To the firſt, Man while he ſerveth fin, his 
condition is moſt eco and that.for theſe 


Reaſons : 


© Firſt, Becauſe he that ſhould have his Will 
run in aſtraight line with Heaven's Precepts, 


etteth himſelf fully in oppoſition to his Maker :. 


And tis no wonder, there being ſuch a con- 
traricty betwixt the Nature of a holy God, and 
that of a ſinful man, which chooſeth the great- 
eſt evil, and deſerteth the Summum bonum, or 
chick 200d. 


Secondly, His condition is ſad, becauſe he 


runneth in arrear with God, for which the 
Law 
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Law bindeth him either to payment or puniſh- 
micnt, the fixſt of which-of himſelf - he can ne- 
ver make, and therefore nolens volens (without 


repentance -) muli endure the other , Mat.5. 
25,26, 


Thirdly, While man ſerveth fin, he maketh 
God his enemy, and incurreth his diſpleaſure 3 
and is it not a fearful thing to fall into the 
hand of an angry God ? Moſes thought hitt>- 
ſalt in a {trait ms he had the Red Sea before 
him, a bloody Pharaoh behind him;and a plain 
and barren Wilderneſs to encamp in 3 but this 
was his comfort, God was his F riend; But 
oh ! what ſtrait ? > what a miſcrable condition 
are they in, that make the Lord their Enemy? 
for to ſuch every drop of Water is a Sea, every 
Man a Pharaoh, every Beaſt a Fury, every Stone 
a ſtumbling Block, and all prepared for their 


overthrow and utter ruine. 


- Fools While man ferveth fin, he hateth 


3 prefence, and ſecketh (with Adam) to 


_ wnſdlf in the croud of the Word, fo 


he nay neither ſee his face nor hear his voice 7: 
E ven Hke a man that is m priſon, and know= 


eth himfclt guilty of death, the is affrighted at 
nothing more than the fi ht of his Judge, and 
the hearing of his jult {cntence. 


F thly, While man ferveth ſin, he defireth 


;hat he can never nor muſt eyer obtain, bernyg,- 


only 


ce #&.___ (6 4 _ a 


Saul among the Prophets. 

only of Balaamr's'temper, all fuch focliſh wiſhes 
vaniſhing'in ſoak. -* What can render a man 
more miſerable m this life, than to have a de- 
fire to cat and drink, and cannot have ſo much 
25 a mor{tl of bread, or a cup of water? What 
can make a Soul more unhappy, than to have 
wiſhes (vain I mean) for Heaven and Happi- 
neſs, and ſhall never attain it, 


Sixthly and laſtly, He that ſerveth fin is his 
own deſtroyer, Hoſc13.9, They are the Au- 
thors of their own danger, faith St, Ambroſe, 
becauſe they draw not near to God. And Set. 
Bafil, They have deprived themſelves of that 
Glvation which is from thee, for ſalvation fle- 
&th not from them but they from it. From 
this you may ſee that the change would' be 


Now we will (ce what eftate man is-in while 
he ſerveth Chriſt, od 


- As in ſeveral reſpe@s ( while in the former 
eſtate ) he was milſerable.ſo now in all reſpects 
he is happy and honourable. 


"For clearing this we will conſider, 


1. The Maſter, 
2. The Service. 
3» The Reward, 


He 
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Saul amitg the Prophets,” 

.. He that hath a mind to change ſervice, maſt. 
kudy-to know who (hall be his next. Maſter;}ek {© 
he goes from cvil to worle/; But! here there is | 
no ſuch fear for ?tis neither, the Devil, -the Þ; 
World,:nor the Fleſh, Raghes, Honour, Beauty, 

Leaming; Strength, long Life, nor any Grea- 
ture or created Being, muli challenge any. pron 
priety here, but i is Jeſus, Chritt; | 


-* And now mcthinks ye begin already to fee 
Fs 4 inc{s of the change; though I hope you) 
Flay ice it better, if ye obſexye with me, 

iy | 


S © a6} & (8 4 
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j +Who iz he ?..The,Son of: God, the; Heir.of 
Heaven and- Earth he it is that hath written! 
upon his veſtur$-and thigh, King of Kings and 
Lord of :Loxds4 he that tyadeithe World 3; he 
of whom the Prophets ſpake 3, hethat appeated ' 
to the Patriarchs in the torm of an Angel, who 
mn the tulnds of time was. alaathed wigh-hu- 
mane+ Fleſh, and,on'' the. Croks -m; a gore: of, 
blood, when he gloriticd his; Father, latisfigd; 
his Juſtice, and ſaved us, - S420 
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This I have given as a taſte,being more able 
to fay that I know him not as I ought, than 
that I know him as I ſhonald:, however the 

ſearchers of thg Scripture will tind, him, who 

15 Eternal life, | 

" '- > gecondly, 


_ 4 
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Saul among the Prophets. 
©” Secondly, Whar is he ?*this can beſt be reſolved 
by ſerious conſideration of what he is not, Yet 
i any are, reſolved to change Maſters ( and 
. would to God that all had ſo purpoſed ) Tſhall 


'| \ point, out ſome of his properties, taults-he hath 


I 
And Fifi He is an humble Maſter, Mat.1 1.29. 
Lean of me, for I am meek, and lowly : Thelc 
are&&his own words 3 which it ye will not be- 
lieve, ticar what his Servant and our Apoſile 
faith, Phil.2. verſ.6,7.8. Let this mind alſo be 
in you which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in 
the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, but made himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was mate 
in the likeneſs of men, and being found in faſhion 
* 4 a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obed{- 
ent wnto the death of the Crofſ, It ever there was 
a man in the World ( as a learned Worthy of 
our Age ſaith ) that had reaſon to be putt up, 
ſure enough it was he. Was not his Know- 
ledge ( like himſelf ) infinite ? though never 
any boafted fo little of it, living obſcure in a 
corner of Galilee, till he was thirty ycars of 
age. And was not his Power as great as that - 
T can (faith he, Mat.26.55+) pray to my Father, 
and be ſhall preſently give me more than twelve Le- 
gions of Angels. And yet ſuch was his Humili- 
ty, that he did not inſult over the meaneſt 
| Creature: When they would have made him a 
King, and given him a Palace; hechole rather 
| gs 
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Saul among the Prophets: 

to abide in the Deſart with ſuch as himſelf, 

r humble men. In fam, His Humility was 
ſo great, that he ſtooped to do his own Ser-| 
vants themeanelſt ſervice, ( walhed their feet. ) 
and heard the petitions of the pooreſt Beggars, 
and does yet ſo 3 for though he be made high- | 
er than the Heavens, yet he condeſcends to 
dwell with ſinful mortals: | 


Is this all ? No. 


| For as he is Humble,fo he is Loving, full of 
tenderneſs and bowels of compaſſion to thoſe 
that deſerve nothing, yea towards thoſe that 
deſerve. ill at his hands. Should I infilt upon 
this, I ſhould begin long before the 
World's exiſtence 3 .for, he loveth with an 
everlaſting Love. And as for his Life , 
was it not all made up of divine flames ? As 
witneſs his indefatigable pains for our good up- 
on the deat, the dumb, the blind, the lame, the 
Demoniacks, Paralyticks, Lunaticks, yea even 
upon the dead themſelves. His very Enemies 
taſted largely of his Bounty 3 for when he was 
to breathe out his laſt, it ,was for their good : 
- ather forgive them, for they know not what they 


Is this all ? No. 
For as he is humble and loving, ſo moſt Pi- 


ous. Though he was the Son ct God, yet he 


always 
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Saul among the Prophets. 63 
always remembred that he was the Son of Man, 
acknowledging his Father upon all occaſions. 


When he was to cat Bread, he bleſſed befare 
he broke it ; and Lazarus is not raiſed from Joh-11 4- 
the dead, without the payment of his devotion 
to Heaven, Did henot many times forſake the 
company even of his Diſciples, for a mere un- 
interrupted converſe with his Father ? fpend- 
ing, whcle nights in praycr, 


Is this all ? No. 


As he is humble, loving and pious, ſo moſt 
Charitable. Never any extended an empty hand 
to him, and withdrew it {o 3 never any ask'd 
alms,and wcnt away empty : So far were they 
from that, that he always gave more than they 
asked, When the Paralytick was. brought to 
him, no doubt it was the rcſtauration of his 
Limbs, and that only, they looked after : But 
his Charity excecding their demands, added 
the forgiveneſs of his tins. 


Mar. 9.2. 


- Is this all? No. 


As he is humble, loving, pious and charita- 
ble, ſo the moſt Paticnt perſon that ever the 
Earth bore. This the calm receipt of contume- 
lies in this life, and matchleſs ſufferance of hel- 
liſh and inhumane jndignitics at his death,ſuth- 
ciently declaxc, His fſcrene Brow was n_ 

cloud- 
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64 Saul among the Prophets: 
'  Alouded;; nor did his Eyes dart a beam of r&|, 
venge 3 his Tongue never uttered a clamorous 

or. indecent expretſion 3 nor his Hands offer vio- 

lence to any 3 but 45 a ſheep is dumb before bi] 
fa.c3.7. ſhearers, ſo he opeted not his mouth. So well] 
tempered were all his AﬀeQtions, that he always 
hed he future glory, not the preſent grief : 
Heb.12. 2+ For the joy that was ſet before him, he endured 

' the Croſs, defpifing the ſhame; 


Is this all ? No, 


For as he is humble, loving, pious, charitable 
and patient, ſo moſt Juſt. Gave he not to Ce- 
ſar the things that were his, and to God the 
things that were God's ? He will as ſoon deny 
himfiif as ſuffer the leaſt ſervice to be done 
without a reward. A cup of cold water ſhall 
have its retribution 3 a figh, a groan, a tear, a 
prayer, a merciful and charitable -work, ſhall 
have an eternal recompence. And now I hope 
you ſee the happineſs of the change, when the 
ſervice of tin is left, for that of Jeſus Chrift. 


Uſe 1. Let what is ſaid then ſerve to reprove thoſe 
that love to live, and reſolve to die in the ſer- } 
vice of fin : For let ſuch perſwade themfelves 
what they will of their imaginary happineſs, 
of all men they are moſt miſerable, Their Ma- 
ſter is a Tyrant, proud, ſpitetul, wicked, un- 
charitable, impatient and unjuſt ; their ſervice 
is Soul-damning, ſlavery, when it appears in 

| Its 
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Saul among the Prophets? © 65; 


* Its- beſt- robes 3; and their | reward eternal, 


flames, 


Bit if - any ſuch ſhould ſay; T think the change Objed, \ 
happy, and I wonld willingly become Chrift”s Ser: 

vant \ but I fear I am ſo far engaged tothe other. 
ſervice, that I cannot get off. 


| Y'; { ; 
- If theſe thoughts of thine be unfaigned; thou An/w. 
haſt made a good progreſs: If it be fo, fearno' - 
former engagement. - Haft thou'made a: coves! 
nant with death and hell ? Jr'is void 5 This 
Maſter-to whoſe (crvice I invite thee,” came in-: b 
to the World todifanul ſuch engagements..;*Tis: *: | 
true, thou cant not clear thy felt, but thy new 
Maſter is {o loving and charitable, that he Will 
knock off thy ſpiritual fetters, and pour the 
Balm of Gzlead into the wounds of thy Soul. 


; But Tan ot aid my condition will not ſuit with Objed.2, 


31:1 
' If thou layeſt thy ſins aſide, be thy outwatd 4yf: 
condition what it will, thou art fit for his ſer-, 


vice. What art thou ? A King ? So. is he«, 


Art thou a King's Son ? So is-tie. Art thay a 
ge ? So is.he, | Art thou a/Pricft ? Sois he. 
thou a\Husbandman?-: So is he. | Art thou 

x-Shepherd ?.'So-is he; Art thou poor and com>: . 

temptible in the eye of the World ? So was he. 

The Foxes had holes, and the Birds of the ait 

tad neſts, but the Son of Man had not where 

F 


to 


66 Saul among the Prophets; 
to lay his head. - Let none of theſe things skare 
thee from his ſervice. 


Objefi.3. 0 But if I ſhould enter into his ſervice.T am afraid 
he rrill caſt me off again, and then I ſhall be worſe 


than before. 


Anſw. Fear nothing of this 3 for whom he once 
Joh.13.1- Joveth, he loveth to the end 3 the giftsand cal- 
Rom. 11- ling of God are without repentance : Be thou 
29. but careful to ſerve him, 2nd if thou do amils 
at. any time through ignorance or inadvertency, 
pardon and forbear ; for he is gracious and 

Plal.86. 5. merciful, and rcady to forgive. 


Objeti.q. O but I am afraid his ſervice is hard. 


Anſw, Granting it to be ſo,thou maiſt comfort thy 
ſelf with theſe two things : 

Firſt, That the time of thy ſervice” here is 

but ſhort (even a moment) in reſpect of cter- 


nity. 
2 Tim.4-%. Secondly, The reward is great, exceeding, 
Luk.22-29- preat : *Tis a Crown, *tis a Kingdom, *tis an 
_—Y Inheritance, *tis an eternal weight of glory. 
+17 . But I add alfo what he himſelf faith, Mar. 
Ii, verſe 30. My. yoke is eafie, and my burden 
light : And what his Servant St. Fobn. out of 
1 Joh.5.3- experience vouches 3 His Conmaniments are not 
grnevenes | 


z| 


wo I 


S WS 


Saul among the Prophets. 63 
| I would willingly offer bim my ſervice, if T Objed.$z 
knew where he dwelletb. 


I thought that by this time you might have 4n/T» 
known, {ceing neither Earth nor Hell can af- 
ford one with ſuch endowments, Where then 8 
can he be but in Heaven ? And there he is, his FIAk3S. 6. 
Throne is there whither that ye may ſteer a P(al.11.4- 
dire courſe, take the ſhip of Faith, helm of 
the Word, fails of Hope, and wind of Prayer, 
nothing doubting, for they wfll carry you to 
the place where he dwelleth, and poſſets you 
of his ſervice, 


Is the change happy ? Then let me exhort ©/e 2+ 
all ſuch as have not yet hid down their reſolu- 


tions whom to ſerve, to accept of this Mafter, 


who hath ſent me to tell them, that whatſo- 
ever happineſs he promiſeth in his Word, they 
may expect its performance, witlt infmite addi- 


_ tions. 


. Is the change happy ? Then let ſuch as be Uſe 3. 
his Servants already, from hence be. tully aſſu- 

red of their expeRted joy, whatever their and 

his enemies ſay to the contrary. ' For the mown- 13,4 19; 
tains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed ; but 

my _ ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall 

the Covenant of my peace be removed;ſaith the Lord 


F 2 But 
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 Objett.. - - But now if a truly religions Soul ſhall ſay, 

: know I have aſſurance enough on God's part ( wh 
is unchangeable_) yet T find the wings of my Soul 

" Jo often ſlow, that I fear T but decerve my ſelf, an 


am not really bis Servant. 


- 
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Anſw, Though it might be anſwer fatisfaCte 
: enough, to tell ſuch, that theſe very fears ar]. 
gue fincerity 3 yet for further. ſatisfaction, | 
{hall lay down tezn Maxks, whereby a good Se 
vant may be known. As 
Firſt, A good Servant is wholly guided t 
the will of his Maſter (laying aſide his own 
So the Servants of Chriſt comply with his Wi 
whatever fleſh and blood ſay to the contrary 
they count all things but loſs and dung for the 
gaining of Chriſt, | 
Secondly, A good Servant puts himſelf int 
his Maſter's power, who may diſpoſe of him a 
he pleaſcth.: So do the Servants of Chriſt. / 
| Gibbet, an Ax, a Saw.a Rack, a Fire, or what| 
{oever may be invented for cutting the threa 


Phil.3.8. 


treaſures of the Indies, if he (ay it ſhall be 


AQ-21-13* 7 gm ready (aith St. Paw) not to be bound 0 


. natius,, Let the fire, the Croſs, wild beafts 
breaking of- bones, rending of. members, ar 
bruiſing of the whole body, yea and the tor 


14 


ly, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the Name 
the Lord Jeſus. How excellent and worthy ob 
ſervation and imitation was that ſaying of 14 


ments of the Devil ſeize upon me, provided || 
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of their lives, is more welcome than all th * 
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may rartilic of Jeſus Chriſt. _ And that of Ly- 
ther, Mallem ruere cum Chriſto | qream regnare cum 


| Caſws; ; I had rather be ruined with.than reign 


without Chriſt, Such magSanamty have his 
.Servants. 

Thirdly, A good Servant-will be of his Ma- 
ſter's Religion (provided it be good.) that. all 
cauſe of diſſention may be taken away : So the 
Servants of Chriſt, with ſincerity of heart ob- 
ſerve his Precepts, that he hath ordained as 
means to. bring them to happineſs..— @ how love Pal, r19.? 
4 tby Law ! It is my meditation all the day. © 97> 
;; Fourthly, A good Servant ſecks not his own 
glory, but the glory of his Maſter 5 witneſs-Fo- 2 Sam.12. 

's Meſſage to David at the Siege of Rabbah : 27:28: 
$6 the Servants of Chrift when | have done 
all , they count themſelves unprofitable Ser- Luk-17-10- 
vantsconcluding all with, Not nto us O Lord, Palin 5.1, 
but unto thy Name give glory. 

Fifthly, A pron Servant thinketh himſaif © 


-- wich bcholding to none as to his own Mafter : 


Fo the Servants of Chriſt when they confider 


Þ .his tranſcendent Wiſdom and Power in their | 


| Excation, his ineffable Goodneſs in their Re- 


demption, and thoſe daily experiences of their 


41 preſervation, then cry they out, Whom have we Phat, 73-25» 
 . ## Heaven but thee # | 
F: =;Sixthly,A:good Servant will be ſare to ſpeak 


all the good he can of his Malter : So did Abra- Gen 24.35 
hams dents ſo do the Servants of Chriſt, 
In his Temple doth every one ſpeak of his glory. + Plal.29.5 


2}; _— Seventhly, 
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-., Seventhly, .A good Servant loveth all thoſe 


that ſpeak well of his Maſter. This did David, 
and thys do all the reft of Chriſt's Friends ; 
witneſs St. Zoby's (o often preſfing it as a duty 
to love one another ( meaning fellow-Chrifti- 


Gal.6,10+ .ans ) and St. Parl's, Let us do good to all men, 


but efpecialy to the houſhold of faith, 

Eighthly, A good Servant is . content to be 
with his Maſter-in proſperity and adverſity : 
So Chriſt's Servants are not afraid of a ſtorm 
theix Maſicr is.as lovely in their.eyes when he 


. ., 1s repreſented eating gall, drinking vinegar, 


. Avgels., 


and wearing,a Crown ot thorns, as when he is 
uthered in with Hoſanng's, or attended with 
.- Ninthly, A good Servant will live and die 
with his Maſter ; So thoſe that have once taſted 


: of Chriſt's Sweetneſs, ſay with the Apoltle Pe- 


Jam-1. 


ter, Whither ſhall we go ? for than baſt the words 
of eternal life, And with Polycarp, I have been 
bis Servant fourſcore and fix years, all which-tims 
he never once hurt me, I will not fpeak, ill of, ov 
leave bim now, _ 

Lafily, A good Servant expeceth all from 
his Maſter : So the Servants of God and Chrift, 


- David doth ſo, Pſal.44-6,7. For I will not truft 
in my bow, neither ſhall my ſword fave me, but 


thou haſt ſaved. us from our enemies,: From 


._..cometh cyery good gift and. perfe& donatioii, 


The Devil is a lyar, the Warld is deceitful, the 


_ Fleſh is frail; but in him js their repoſe. Who- 


foever then knoweth theſe Marks in — 
: | s needs 


_ Saul among the *rophets. ©78 
needeth not doubt but he is Chriſt's Servant ; 


of whom. I can fay no more than what the 
Queen of Sheba ſaid to Solomon, Happy are thy 


. men, happy are thoſe thy ſervants who ſtand be- 
fare thee continually, and that hear thy wiſdom. 


This tqr the happineſs. of the change, 'in re- 


ſpect of the Maſter, | 
I come now to my ſecond Conſideration 


. promiſed, which was, The Service, which alſo 


maketh the change happy, it we look at 


I, The P leaſure ? 

2, The Profit 

3. The Honour bof this Service. 
4+ The Tnnocency 

5+. The Acceptableneſs | 


Firſt then, Of all Services this is the moſt 
pleaſant. Praife ye the Lord, for the Lord is pql.129.3. 
good ((aith David.) ſing praiſes to his Name,for 
it is pleaſant.” All other Services breed tediouſ< 
neſs tirſtor laſt 3 but this delight. This is al- 

{o athrmed by the man after God's own heart, 

P/al. 40.8, I delight to do thy Will, O my God, 

yea thy Law is within my heart. In the multh _ | 
tude of , my thoughts within me thy comforts de- "94190 
light my ſoul. ' Thy Teftimonies are my delight and .-. - 

my Counſellors. It js a pleaſant thing ( faith pgy, j,, 
Stglomon )to behold the Sun. Bat O ! How much 24; © 
more pleaſant is it to behold the Son of Righ- 
teouſnels, as one of his domeſticks, who is 
compounded of - pleaſure, delight and Soul-ſa- 

FD — + * tisfaQtion? 


4” 
* 


__ -:*Saul 'amone the Prophets, 
tisfation*? witnels the tranſcendent ſwettneſs 
of his Preſence, and: the refreſhing influences of 


his Spirit. If we look into a Garden of onr 


- own planting, and there ſce every. thing vet- | 


dant and thriving, the Trees blooming, Roſes 


- budding , Herbs diſplaying their eaves; and 


Flowers thcir beautics, with their aromaticll 
perfumes : Doth it not breed a kind-of delight 


and pleaſure in-wus ? It doth. But-of what coy- 


tinuance.? Short cnough 3 for ſuddenly. the 
fruit and leaves fall from the trees, and the ſap 
to the root 3 ſo that they are in\a manner dead, 
the Roſes blown,and the Herbs withered. But 


the Service of Jeſus makes and keeps a continue 


ed Summer in the Souls of .all his Servants : 
There the Trees of Prayer, Meditation and 
Charity, arc like Aaron's Rod,budding bloom- 


ipg.and bringing forth fruit at once. - But 


| Secandly, As this Service is pleaſant, fo it is 
profitable. 1 Tim-4. 8. Godlineſs is profitable 
znto all things, baving promiſe of the life that now 
is,and that which'is to come, It puts us in poſ- 
{c{ſon - of all that Heaven hath promiſed, and 
whatis it he hath not? For. this life, what is 


-__ mnoxe adyantagcous than prote&tion? And this 


GE1.19.7- 
[obn4y3. 


+: * We arc aflured-of both in the Old and New Te- 
\ftaments. In the Old doth he .not promiſe, 


that he will be a'God to Abraham, and to his 


feed after him? In the New. is not the ſame 


promiſe renewed ? I will net leave you comfort+ 
leſs, I will come to you, Proſperity, health, vi- 

over enemies, and whatſoever gonduceth 
17 0 


. L . 


Po 
SS Rs eine a. oat _ —_ 


LL = FF en end wW/# 4 "5 * wat 


-Saul among the Prophets. 37 

to our being and well-being, are promiſed. 

. And not-only theſe here, but Heaven, the bea- 

tinck Viſion of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

" the company of Angels, .and glorified Spirits of 

juſt men made pertect, freedom from fin and 

miſery, with the fruition of all things, able to 
make the Soul ctervally happy. 


Bat I am a Hasbandman, ſaith one 3 1 am a Objef, 
Mechanick, , . ſaith another; 1 am a Merchant, 
ſaith a third : What will godlineſs or the ſervice 
of Chriſt profit us 2. 


It profits you much in this, That it bids you Anſw. 
look to equity in all your actions, where God's 
glory and your Neighbour's good are concern- 
ed. It thou art a Husbandman or a Mechanick, 
it teacheth thee to be content with that ſtate of 
life God hath placed thee in, and not repine 3 
it being a Statute-Royal enacted in the Court 
'of Heaven, That thou muſt carn thy bread with 
the ſweat of thy brow. If thou be a Merchant, 
it will Keep thee from falſe weights and ballany 
ces, and! from . committing that hainous and 
hateful fm of Uſury.-. 

- Thirdly, As this Service is pleaſant and pro- 
fitable, ſo it is honourable, 1/a.43.4. Since 
thou waſt precious in_my ſight, thou baſt been bo. . 
wourable, and T bave loved thee; therefore I will 
give men. for thee, and people for thy life, 16a. 
53.13,14. If thou turn away thy foot ſhow the 
Sabbatb, from doing thy pleaſure 01 my boly day 

a 


ya 
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and call the Sabbath a delight, the boly of the | 
Lord, bonturable, and fhalt honour him, not di. 
ing thine own ways, no finding thine own plea- 
Jjare, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; Then ſhalt 
thou delight #by ſelf in tbe Lord, and I will cauſe 
thee to r1de upon tbe bigh places of the earth,and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy Father ; 
for. the month of the Lord bath ſpoken it, That 
Service may truly be ſaid to be honourable;that 
maketh the worker ſo but this alone you ſte 
is-fuch, and all other will be found otherwiſe, 
It we ſerve the Devil, the World,and our own 
Fleſh, after whatſoever manner, we ſhall find 
that the fervice is not only diſhonourable in the 
eyes of God. but alſo in the eyes of good men 3 
_ as the ſervice of Chriſt is honourable in 

Fourthly, As it is pleaſant, profitable and 
honourable, ſo it is a moſt Innocent ſervice : 
Not becauſe they that ſerve him, cannot do 
evil, or becauſe of impotency and want of 
means {0 to do, but becauſe they want a Will 
to do it; (Thoſe, as you heard before, _ 
wholly refigned to.Chrift, to be ruled-and dif- 
poſcd of at his pleaſure) and becauſe they make 
it their bu{ineſs to ſerve God by innocent and 
holy lives, and have Chriſt's Innocency impu- 
ted to - them, This the . P/almiſt proteſſeth, 
when he faith, I wil waſh mine hands in inno- 
cercy,  aud\ ſo will I compaſs thine Altar, 0 
Lord. * It is innocent, becauſe they do harm to 
none. but.as muth good as they can, efpecially 
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to the houſhold of faith. Itis alſo innocent in | 
reſpe& of the event 3 he that believeth or ſerv- 
th Chriſt ſhall never be confounded, 

Fifthly, As it is pleaſant, profitable, honou- 
rable and innocent, fo it is a moſt Acceptable 
ſervice. If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be ac- gen ho7s 
cepted ? That is, Thou ſhalt ſurely be accepted. 
When our Apoſtle had ſhown the Romans, Rom. 14; 
wherein the Kingdom of God (or Grace) con- 18. 
liſted, that it was righteouſneſs, and peace and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and not” in indifferent 
things, 2s meat and drink, he ſubjoyneth in yerge 1,8 
the next Verſe, That he that ſerveth Chriſt in 
thoſe things, is acceptable to God, and __— of 
men. And now I hope the change is happy in 
reſpe&t of the Service. 

But before we paſs to the thixd Conliderati- 
on, give me leave to bring this home to our 
ſelves by Application, thus : 


Is there, and may there be ſuch a change, as 
is pleaſant, profitable,honourable, innocent and 
acceptable ? Then let me exhort all of you,and 
my {elf, as we love our Souls, to quit our old 
Service, which at the beſt is but Amarum dul- yAuxy 
ce, a bitter ſweet, unprofitable, diſhonourable, *_, 
lyable to puniſhment,and altogether deſpicable : T"*F*"* 
Which that we may do, let us mind thoſe that 
are ready to court us to this change. As - 

Firſt,God himſelf inviteth us to this Service. 
But thou haſt played tbe harlot with many lovers, Jer-3-1, 
yet return unto me, ſaith the Lord, And m = 
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7h Verlc, And I ſaid,” after ſhe bad Une all | 


ibeſe things, twrn- unto me, And that he may 


either turn us, or leave us incxcuſable, he per- 
fanates all thoſe Relations, that may of right 


claim our obedience. He calls as a Father, Fer. |. 


_ 31.20. Is Epbraim my dear ſon ? Is he a plea- 


Jant child ? for fince T ſpake againſt bim, I dv 
earneſtly remember bim till ;- therefore my bowels 


. arei8roubled for bim, I will ſurely have m rey on 


bim, ſaith the Lord, As a Mother, 12.49. 15. 
Can a woman forget her ſucking child, tbat ſhe 


| Honld not have compaſſion on the ſon of her promb?2 


| they hall not operfow thee;-when thaw 1 
* OX . 8brough the-fire thou (halt not be burnt, 1c guee> 
1. - ſhall the flame kindle upon,ghee, for 1am the Jul 


'* +. -* yea, they.may forget, yet Þ will not forget thee, 


As a Phylitian; 1a.1.18. Come now and let us 
reaſon together, ſaith the Lord ;, though your. ſins 
be as ſcarlet,they ſhall be as white as ſnow, though 
they. be red like crimſon, they ſhall be @ woo!l. 
As a Nurſe, | Hyſ, 11. 1. When Epbraim was'a | 
child, Tloved bim. And Verſe 3. 1tangbt him 
elſo to. go, taking bim by the arms, &c. As a 
liberal giver, ' Hoſ;1 4.5. T will be gs the dewien 
to Ira, And laſtly, as an omnipotent pre- 
ſerver, "Fa, 43. 2. When thou poſſeſt through the 
water 1 will he with thee.aud through tbe ti 


thy God, the boly One of, Iſrael, thy Satjnd 
Who worll not think that, theſe near Reati-: 
ans, and melting expreſſigns,,' would thaw* the 


_ - molt frozen, heart ?. What more. dear. than:ai 


@- 


tender and loving Father, will we nothcar: 


him ? 
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| Him? What more indulgent than a Mother, 
| and will we not hearken ? What tending more 
to our health than the advice of the Soul-Phy- 
ſitian.and ſhall we not receive it ? What greater 
* carethan that of a Nurſe, and ſhall we not ſuf- 
fer it ? . What more profitable than favour with 
Heaven's Store-keeper.and do we dclpiſe him ? 
What more defirable than preſervation, and do 
we not prize it ? | 
Secondly, The Son of God invitcs us,.Mat, 
11.28, Come unto me all ye that labour, 'andart © 
heavy laden, and IT will give you reſt ; tak; 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for Tam meek « 
and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt to your 
ſouls. And not with bare words are we mvt- 
ted, but with that Heaven-amazing cry, Eli, 
. Eli, Lammaſabachthani, His invitations are re- 
- al, not complemental z for he hath opened his 
breaft, and ſhewen us his heart, that we might 
.not diſtruſt his promifes, if we came into his 
ſervice, 
; Thirdly, The good Angels are inviters, he- 
| ing, as the Apoltle faith, miniftring Spirits, 
and filling the Heavens with their joys when 
weenter into Chriſt's Service. Theſe we muſt 
conſider firſt, | 
*Secondly, See what lamentation Chriſt ma- 
keth, when we will not come. Sorrowful cx- 
preſſions are not enough to diſcover his grief, 
' but in paſſhonate bitterneſs and bitter pathion, 
he drowns thoſe Eyes brighter than the Sun, 
\ -and bedews thoſe Checks, thoſe ſpicy =_ 
WI1 
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with the peerle(s and precious drops of ſinleſs, 
(but Soul-ſaving) tears. O Feruſalem, Feruſa- 
lem, thou that killeft the Prophets,and ſtaneft them 
which are ſent unto thee, how often would T have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 


eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not. 


Thirdly, Conſider,. and that ſeriouſly, that 
the World endures only in expectation of our 
coming. And can we think, that the vaſt ex- 
pence in maintaining this mighty Fabrick is for 
nought ? No, *Tis not that the wicked may 
favour Hell and deſpiſe Heaven, but it is for 
God's Jewels, his Servants, his Ele&'s ſake. 


.  Foh.10.16. And other ſheep T have which afe not 


of this fold, them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall 
hear my voice, and there ſhall be one fold and one 


' ſhepherd. 


Fourthly,Conſider the great preparation that 
is made in Heaven for ſuch as come to this Ser- 
vice. And that brings me to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, to prove the happineſs of the change 3 
and that is, The Reward, | 

Which is a recompence out of mercy given 
to the Servants of Chriſt, after all their labours 
in his ſervice, and that is Heaven,with its end- 
leſs joy and happineſs, 

Now that this of it {elf is enough to make 
the change happy 3 Gonſidet yet the Names 
and Titles it hath in the Book of God, all 
things in it elſe being beyond our capacity, till 
Heayen immortalize ns, and make us fee as we 
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are ſeen, and know as we are known toge= 
ther with the Company and Employment, 

As for the Names, they are many : As 

Firſt, *Tis called a City, Heb. 11. 16, For 
be hath prepared for them a City, and that not a 
little one, Rev.21.10, And be carried me away 
in the Spirit to a great and high Mountain, and 
ſhewed me the great City, no doubt it is ſo,ſce- 


p - hg 
{ - 


ing there are many Manſions in it, prepared for Joh. 14.1, 


millions of millions of glorified Bodies after the 
day of Judgment, 

condly, *Tis called Light, Col.r. 12. Gi- 
ving thanks unto the Father, who bath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the Saints 
in light ;, that is, the ever glorious, and ever 
lightſome, and bleſſed inheritance of the Saints 
in Heaven, 

And it is fo called, becauſe there, there is 
no need of Sun or Moon, being as it were all a 
great Sun from every point, pouring out whole 
rivers of heavenly Light. And. indeed it cannot 


be otherwile, fince *tis {aid, That the Wall of Rev.21. 14 


it is Jaſper, the Foundation. precious Stones, 19,20,2t+ 


the Gates Pearls, the Streets paved with pure 


| Gold, O! faith one on the place, How brave, 


bow glorious, how beautiful, how gliſicring, 
how gorgeous, how admirable a City is this ? 
For it the Gates be Pearls,and the Streets Gold, 
what are the inner Rooms ? What the dining 
and lodging Rooms? O! How unſpeakable 
s the gory of this City, ſeeing Kings thall 
throw. down theix Crowns and Scepters before 


- &d. | Thirdly, 
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" Thirdly, *Tis called a Kingdom, Mat.25.34; 
Then ſhall the King ſay to them on his right hand, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
tom prepared for you. Do not we hold King- 
domsto be. the top of earthly happineſles ? Elſe 
how ſhould there be ſo much firite about them? 
Who hath not obſerved, faith' Sir Falter R aw- 
leigh, What labour, pratice, peril, bloodſhed 
and cruelty, the Kings of the Earth.and Princes 
of the World have undergone, exerciſed, taken | 


" upon them,and committed, to make themſelves 


and their Iflue Maſters of the World ? But, 
though this be far better,being a heavenly Kings 
dom,how little conteſt is there about it ; Now 
all the Readers of this may ſeehow the World 
befools it felf, in doting on the ſhadow, neg- 
leing the ſubſtance, ſeeing this Kingdom exs 
ceedeth the other,as far as an earthly King doth 
a Begear. 

Fourthly, *Tis called a Crown, a Crown of 
glory, 1 Pet.5.4. And when the chief Shepherd | 
ſhall appear, ye (hall receive a Crown of glory. 
A Crown of ſplendour, Mat.13.43. Then ſhall 
the righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
dom of their Father, A Crown of life,. Rev, 
2.10. Be thou faithful unto' death, and I will. 
give theethe Crown of life, A Crown of riches ; 
none comparable to it, both within and with- 
out : Within, this Crown is lined with the 
true and perfet knowledge of God :. For now 
we ſee but darkly and in a glaſs, but then face 
to fact, with true end miſpeateble joy, And ye 
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nawp-therefore have ſorrow, but T will ce yu again, 
and. your hearts ſhall rejoyce, and your joy none ta- 
keth from you. Withopt, your Bodics wearing 


as the Angels of God. Clarity; or brightneſs, 
Phil.3. 21. Our vile bodies ſhall be changed, 


and made like Chrif's' glotions Body. Im- 


mortality 4 there is no Death in Heaven, buit 
that (hall be-fwallowed up'in immortality. 
. - Laſtly, *Tis called a Sabbath, 1/7. 66. 23. 
And it ſhall come to paſt; that from one new Myon 
to another, and from one Sabbath to another, ſhall 
all fleſh come to worſhip me, ith the Lord, And 
*tis thus called becauſe ' of teſt, ſandtification, 
facrifices, jew -cloathing,” gathering together 
of the Ele& to their everlaſting refrethmient. - - 
This for the Names /of the-Rewatd, - The 
next thing is | 


a £ 


) The Company, From - corttmetſe and -ton- 


s 


verſe with mortals, we become the aſſbeates 


of the ever-living God, that created alllthings 3 
fellow-heirs with Chrit;the World's Redeem- 
& > beloved*companions of the Holy*Ghoft, 


that ſanRificth ſinricts 3 "Seriphims; Cherubins, 


[Thrones; D6iminions, PrinCſpalities, Powers, 
'Vertucs;: Arehangels, Angels, (if ſothe name 
this heavenly Holt aright*)*Prophets; Apofttles, 
Conteſſors, Martyrs, ſhall be the meaneſt of our 
fellow-Citizens, And. OE 
x _For our Employment, it na- 
tyral t by glorified | ag There ſhall be no 
{weat of face through hard labour, dimneſs of 
| | G- eyes, 


$3 


this Crown, hall have ſpirituality 3 they are Mat-22-32- 
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eyes, ſiffneſs of finews, no tears. no fighs, no 
cryes, no fears 3 what we do ſhall flow freely 
from us, vs. ſinging of Hymns and Rallelu- 
jahs to him that fittcth on the Throne, and to 
the Larib tor cvcr and ever, 


And now I hope you ſte the change happy, 
and I am perſwaded that you are, convinced of 
the truth of what I have delivered 3 and wilh- 
ing you to continue ſo, take in the laſt place 
this Exhortation 3 and ſo I conclude the time 
and Text. 


For God's -and your Soul's ſakes, leave all 
your other Services, and take this while jt may 
be had. Now is the time vr .never 3 now is 
the da ay of Grace 3 now is the Saviour of the | 
World ſupplicating ſinners 3 now the door of 
Mercy is open, and the Bowels of the Son of 
God melt and guſh out with infinite ſtreams of 
divine Love toward you. Come then, though 
it be at the ninth or cleyenth hour, not doubt- 

ing:but.you ſhall regeive your orig | 
rake St. Paul fox your Gaide and Patron, 
wbochouh kc wor one born -qut- of time, 
veal te Berqpat of A) Chuiſt. To 
w Glory, of L 
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Be thou faithfull unto Death, and I 
| will give thee a Crown of Life. 


YI Ere Icome hereto day with a deed, 
BYGYE or diſpoſition for every one of 
WAWIq you in my hand ; by which you 
& might have freeand full poſſeſſion 
: of ſome great and profitable 
employment, city, town , village , or Iſland ; 

I queſtion not but ye would preſs hard to per- ' 
G 2 form 
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form the condition. For who would not ſet his} 
Cottage on hre,that he might ever after livEin 
a Palace, part with a team of horſes, to enjoy a} 
Lordſhip, faſt two days, to fare ſumptuouſly 
all his life, for a while endure reproach , tof 1, 
acquire never dying honour, or a long ficknels |, 
for a continuall health ? I have none of the, | y 
but as Peter and Tobn gave the lame-man almes, 
Better and greater than Silver or gold, ſo do 1 
bring you, and every one of you better deeds} {; 
and diſpoſitions, than theſe before mentioned ; 
better I ſay becauſe *tis infallibly true and ſure 4 
being dictated by the Spirit, and ſealed with 

the blood of the living God 3 Better becauſe df 

the greatneſs of the diſpoſition 3 it is not, 1 

{imple employment.a City.a Town,a Village,an 
Iſland, but *tis that would be treaſon to deſne 

here, *tis a Crown. Be thou faithful unto death} 

_ and T will give the a Crown of life. - 4 
Theſe words are a part of that Epiſile written 

in Patmos by John the Divine to the Church 


a— 
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of the author, deſcribing him -by two grad 
Epithets; Firlt and Laſt, that is, without begin 
ning without end, and ſo eternal * He faith, 
irſt, That he was riſen from the "dead; who 
was dead and is alive, and:{a more powel 
than any that could afflit them, he goeth'onp 
commendation of them,: that -he knew : thei 
' works, that is, all their aQtions in general ; ther 
' tribulation, poverty,their ſpirituall riches 3 tha 
enemies 3 and thoſe he deſcribes firſt by \ 
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hypocrifie, that ſay they are Jews and are 
not, 

Secondly, By their Impiety, that they are of 
the ſynagogue of Satan ; that is, a cnpany 
aſſembled, worſhipping and ſerving the Devil, 
by errors, and prophaneneſs ; yet pretending to 
be the holy people of God 3 all this you have 
V. 9. In the io wherein is my Text, he muſters 
up fix arguments or conſiderations by which 
they might be encouraged againſt perſecu- 


| tions, 


The firſt he takes from the author of them 
theDevil, who is the conſtant enemy of man, 
and the author of all evill, and therefore they 
needed not be afraid ſince God was his oppoſite. 

The ſecond he takes from the nature of their 
afflictions, priſon, not death. 

Thirdly, he argues from the extent, that not 
all, but ſome ſhould be impriſoned, behold the 
divell ſhall caſt fome of you into priſon. 

Fourthly, From the intent of Chriſt, in, 
and the event of them ( Tryal ) that ye may 
be tryed, 

Fifthly, From their Durations , but for a 


little ſpace, and ye ſhall have tribulation ten 


days. 

Sixthly, From Chriſt's pronuſe to conſtant 
faithfulneſs under them, in the words of my 
Text.Be thou faithful unto death, and I will,&c, 
And that after generations might know that 
his Epiſtle was not written unto. the Church 


of Smyrna alone, but to all thatprofeſs the name 
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of Chriſt : he cloſeth it with this, he that hat} 
ears to hear let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith 
#nto the Churches.Who faith ? Chrift,the Spirit; 
to wh@n ? to all the Churches to the end of the 
world, and thereforc he adds a generall promiſe; 
he that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of th 
ſecond death. 
Now the words that I have read unto you 


1. An exhortation, Be thox faithfull uni 
death ; 
2, A promiſe on their performance, And! 


will give thee a Cown of life. 


For the better knowledge of what we ar 
to ſpeak, let us here clear the words. 


1, How this word faithfull is taken . 


Scripture. 
2. What is meant by being ſo toDeath. 


3. Why Lifeeternal is called a Crown. 
This word F aithful firſt is referred to Gol 


and that imports God is true in that his wor} 
Thus you have itin 1 Foh.1.9. If we confeſs 


fins, he i faithful, &c, 


Secondly. That he is true and conſtant | 
keeping andmperforming his promiſe, If 
believe not, yet he is faithfull, he cannot d 
himſelf, | 

Thirdly, That he never faileth them that 
their truſt in him';z thus Peter, Wherefore 
[1 
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them that ſuffer acording to the will of God, 1 Per-4+ 


committ the keeping of their ſouls to him, in *”* 
well doing, as unto a faithfull Creator, 

Or, Secondly, This word Faithful is referred 
to Chriſt. Wherefore it behoved him in all 
things to be made like unto his brethren, - that 
he might be a merciful, and faithful high Prieſt 
in things pzrtaining, to God to make re- 
conciliation for the fins of the people. 


Or, Thirdly, It is referred to Gods word, Plal. 119. 


All thy commandements are faithfull. And he 5% 


faid unto me all theſe things are true , and 
faithfull, Or. | 


Fourthly, It is referred to San and Moon. Pſal. 89- 
It ſhall be eitabliſhed for ever as the Moon, and 37: 


as a faithful witneſs in Heaven 3 yet in none of 
theſe ſenſes is it taken in my Text, but as it is 
referred to Man,and ſignifies firmneſs, certainty, 
and conltancy in the belief and confeſſion of 
the truth, and promiſes of Chriſt, without 
doubt or wavering 3 and thus ſaith my Text, 
Be thou faithful ; 1 hou, whoſoever thou be, of 
whatſoever rank or condition, be thou faithtull, 
that is , even though thine enemies ſhould 
threaten, yea, and take away thy life, yet be 
faithfyll, for though there be three ſorts of 
death, natural ſpiritual, and eternal, one is paſt 
while thou art dead to fin, . another thou canſt 
not die, for Chriſt hath promiſed the contrary, 
Itis onely the death of the Body, that is here 


meant 3 and that is not to be feared ; fear not Luke 12. 


bim, ſaith Chrift, that can k#l1 the body. 
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Life is called a Crown. 

Firſt,, To ſhew that the Saints who lay down 
their lives for Chriſt ſhall not ' loſe them , but 
exchange them for better. | : 

Secondly. It is called a Crown becauſe their 
glory, and Joy ſhall alwayes be in vigor, and 
the ſpring. Now they do it to obtain a corru- 
ptible Crown but-we an incorruptible. 

' Or, Thirdly Becauſe Crowns ' and, garlands 
were wont to be given in ſigne of victory , fo 
life eternal to thoſe who are faithfull to the 
Death. Or, 

Fourthly, Becauſe nothing more glorious, 


-nothing, more pretious than a Crown, being of 


pure Gold, ſet and indented with precious 
ſtones, {© of all things the life of glory is moſt 
precious, but of this afterwards. ' 

The words thus opened, before we lay down 


' our Obſervations, let us take a view of the 


, thou haſt the de v to wreſtle with, the Priſon 


whole, which we may take to be, as if the Son 
of God, by his ſervant Fohn had ſaid, Ye 
Church of Smyrna, Miniſters, and people , ye 
acknowledge me to be true Gad, you doe well, 
for I was from all eternity z you confeſs me 
the true Meſhah that came to ſeek, and fave; 
I wasdead, and am alive, I dycd for their fins, 
and aroſe for their juſtification. Smyrna I know 
thee well, I-am Omnilſcient , thou art always 
in my tight, and fo are thine enemies too, that 
{eek to draw the from the faith , yet though 


( 
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to be caſt in, yea though thy life be brought on 
the ſtage,fear not,but be faithful 3 go on happily. 
as thou haſt begun, and for thy encouragement 
know, that thou ſhalt not want a reward. 7 will 
give thee a Crown of Life. Hence obſerve : 

That thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, and 
confeſs the truth, mult perſevereunto the end, 
or be conſtant. | 

That thoſe that are. faithfull to death ſhall 
receive from Chriſt 2 Crown of Life. - 

That thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity and 
confe(s the truth, muſt Perſevere to the end, is 
clear 3 not only from my Text, Be thow faithful 
wnto death,, but elſewhere , ſo run( faith the 
Apoſile )--that ye may obtain. Look upon the 
begining of the verſe, and take it with you; 
know gx not, that they that run in a race, run 
all, butgghe recfiveth the prize , ſo ran &c. 
on s-muchrindeed as if the Apoſtle had (aid, 
it wall nds enough that ye ſtrip your ſelves, 
and erxex the lift'of your Chriſtian race : Nay, 
nor wiltt beenough, if you run too, but if ye 
would have the prize, ye muſt takeall advantages 
that may help you firſt to the end of your courſe 3 
what greater argument for hdelity.and perſeve- 
Trance ? Let ws hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith 
without wavering. Hold faſt that which thou haſt, —_— 
that no man take thy Crown fromthee. hat is,per- ze 
ſevere, be faithtul.be conſtant to theend in that gy, 2-116 
dodrine thou haſt received and heard.Jeſt being 
poſſeſſed with others that are falſe, thou loſl 
heaven,and happineſs, To be brict,Noab is = 
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nicled for his fidelity, how comes Abraham to 


have thoſe Elogies in Scripture, That in him all 


Rom-4-13. 


3 3am.17. 
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the Nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, that 
Chriſt came of his ſeed, that his boſom is a 


xeceptacle of the glorified, that the faithfull are .| , 


ſaid to be his ſons 3 but by this, that he believed, 
and continued in that belief and it was 
accounted to him for Righteouſneſs. Why is 
Foſeph ſo commended, þut becauſe Potiphar's 
wives promiſes, profers, and allurements did 
not crack hiscredit and fidelity with his maker? 
how can I do this great- wickdnelſs, and fin 
againſt God ? that is, I, cannot do. it, unk(; 
I break faith with my beſt triend 3 what makes 
Moſes fo renowned, even from the. mouth of 
Chrift ? ye have Moſes and the prophets ; but 
that he was faithful, and conſtant 3 he refuſed 
to ſacrifice in Egypt, or to leave an hoote behind, 


* And becauſe he preterred the aMictions of the 


people of God, before the pleaſures of fin for a 
ſeaſon, the reproaches of Chrift greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt? How comes David 
to be called a man after Gods own heart, the 
ſweet Pfalmiſt or finger of 7ſrael, but for his 
conſtancy. fidelity m-his youth ? when he was 
but a boy, before the name of God be blaſphemed, 
he'l through himſelf into thehands of a monſter; 
and when he is come to morxe years , and 
experience, hear himſelf : The proud have had 
nie greatly in derifion, yet have I not declined 
from thy Law. Why was Nehemiab and Morde- 
cat honoured of God, but becauſe the one = 

is 
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his Temple, the other reverenced not Haman Eſth.3.2. 

who reſolved to make havock of the Jews ? | 
Why are the three children mentioned in Daniel, 
to Gods glory, and their everlaſting honour, 


* | - but becauſe they were faithfull, they obeyed 


God rather than man, and would venture their 
bodies with the extraordinary hire, rather than 
bow one knee to the golden Image ? What 
need I add examples ? it we may believe 
Ecclefraſtical hiftory, and Scripture , may not 
Isaiahs Saw,Daniels Den, Fohn Baptiſts head in 
a Charger,Stephens bruiſed body.the Penman of 
our Text, his boyling Caldron of lead, the 
blood of Martyrs ancient and modern. Prove 
the truth of this, That thoſe that profeſs Chri- 
{tianity muſt be conſtant to the end ? becauſe, 
Firſt, Without fidelity, and conſtancy we can 


+ never attaine to our wiſhed end 3 ſo much we wiarh.26 . 


may gather from that ſaying of oux Saviour, but 13. 

he that ſhall endure to the end the fame ſhall 

be ſaved. Whence by the rule of contraries 

] gather, that he that endureth not , cannot. 

Had Lo!*s wife gone firaight forward with her G6*19- 
huſband, ſhe might have eſtaped the Judgment ak 

of God, but looking back, is made a pillar of |, 
Salt. Had the conhdent young man obeyd ,, * 
Chriſt (Sell all that thou haſt, and give to the 

Poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſures m Heaven) 

and gone on as he faid he had begun, he would | 
not have gone away forrowfull. Had the Math. 25. 
fooliſh' Virgins kept Oyl in their Lamps: till © 
the Bridegroom came, they had not been ſhut 


out from the wedding: what made Chritt utter 


that 


F 02> - "The fewardof the faithful. 
'  Matth. 13. that Parablc concerning the ſeed ? but to ſhew 
| Ug- that flaſhes of religion, 8 ſnatches at Chrilt,will }- 
not ſerve the tuxn 3 whileas they hugg theix 
ſins,with the other hand as their bolom-triends. 
Heb. rx, 6,” , S<<condly , without fidelity; and conſtancy, 
thou canſt not pleaſe God 3 what canſt thou 
expe&t whenthou goeſt to God,halting between 
two? if thou reſolveſt not to cloſe with him, 
thy prayers are odious, thy good deeds, and 
beft actions {in,he cannot away with them 3 *tis 
like thou thinkeſt if thou leaveſt thy heart in 
the devils hands, and go to God with a ſpl], 
thou mayeſt perchancehave a return, but Saint 
Fames tells thee the contrary. Let not that | 
man think that he ſhall receive any thing of the | 
Jam. 1.7. Lord 3 the reaſon followeth, hecauſe he asketh 
not in faith, but doubteth. , 

Thirdly, Reaſon and equity prompts us to 
fidelity, we have a proverb among us ( though | 
{avouring nothing of God ) Fallere fallentem 
non eſt fr ans | 

From whence by the rule of contraries I xca- 
ſon thus, if it be no deceit to deceive the decei- 
ver, which I know to be falſe, then it is deceit, 
and that great too, to deceive them that never 
deceiv'd us 3 who are they among us that can, 
ox dare ſtand up, and ſay God hath been worſe 
than his word to them.and therefore they reject ' 
him 3 I think there is none. Have we not life, 
breath, moving, and being from him ? doth he 
not protect, and defend us. from infinite acci- 
gdepts, and injuries 2might he not have cxpelled 
| vs 
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us in the Embrio, or ſmothered us ere we came 

to the birth, made us monſters, or infe&ted us. 

with ſome loathſom diſeaſe ? yet rione of all 
theſe hath he done, but made us wcaderfully, 

and redeemed us gracioufly, 


But now I think by thjs time ( ſpeaking ſo O0bjef. 


much of tidclity and conſtancy ) ſome napping 
ſouls brgin to look about them, and cry out, 
to whotn,and wherein would ye haveus faith- 
full ? To the firſt I anfwer. - 


+ X To God. Ari. 
2, To others. 
3. To yoter own ſouls. 


To God Firſt. In performing your promiſes, 
and vowes'made in'baptiſm, in time of diſtreſs 
inward or outward ; when we are fick'doe we 
not ſay, if God will reſtore us to our wonted 
health, we would be new men ? when weare 
in want, ifhe increaſe our ſtore, we: ſhould 
acknowledge him by ſhewing-mercy to the 
:poor 3 when we have any confli& in ſoul $ 
are wenot ready to ſay; Omy God, my Chrilt, 
ny. Redeemer, I will flight all the. riches, 
"pleaſures and delights in world for 'one 
Ehinple of thy bleſſed countenance, one beam 
of the Sun of righteouſneſs, one ſecret whiſper 
from thy holy Spirit to' diſpel! thoſe clouds , 
' remove thoſe temptations, and heale my ſoul? 
*But how theſe are performed; - our __ Cott 
| clences 


| 
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can beſt inform z onely take from me what 
David ſaith, When he ſlew them then they 
ſought him, and enquired early after God, and 
they remembred that God was their rock, and 
the moſt high their redeemer, nevertheleſs they 
did but flatter him with their mouths, and 
lycd unto him with their tongues, for their 
heart was not right. 
| Secondly, We mult be faithfull to him in his 
worlhip, neither adoring the unknown God, 
not ſerving the true after a falſe manner or 
for a wrong, end, we mult not ſcem religious 
for faſhion, oſtentation or gain ( as Iam atraid 
too many do ) but with fincerity, and haly 
zeal performing our devotion, looking to him, 
who is inviſible, not for a houſe tull of worldly 
goods, but a heart full of heavenly grace. 

Thirdly, ye muſt be faithfull to him. by 
endeavouring, what in you lyes, to promote 
in others his, and his Churches intereſt ; it was 
Davids reſolution, when he ſaid, Come, and ſee 
what the Lord hath done to my ſoul;and Chriſts 
advice to Peter, when thou art converted firen- 
gthen thy brethren. But now the caſe is altered, 
and Davids pradtice, and Chrifts precept laid 
aſide 3 he thinks himſelf the onely religious 
man,that is like the fire brands betwixt Samſons 
foxes tails, making the members of the Church 
turn back to back, and ſay ftand back, Iam 


holier than thou 3 this cannot chuſe but make 


the Churches heart bleed to ſee her (elf Nlighted 
under pretence of” faithfullneſs, and pure oy 
or 


j 


— cc t XX XS  <..£ cc Ocacaa £ec XAeaoa XX  __D_—<t R XXA#=& Ma a Ac 


The reward of the faithful. ogg 


for the If{raclites halting between two, and the 
Laodiceans lukewarmnels 3 the Epicures ſoule 
take thine caſe, and the Phariſees long prayers 
are aiike culpablez he then that will be faithful 
to God mutt pay his vowcs, and not onely 
worlhip aright himſclf, but deſire that others 
may doe fo too. 

Secondly, As we muſt be To to him, ſo to 
others 3 that is, we muſt behave our ſ{clves ſo in 
our particular callings 3 as that we may be 
beneficial to the publick-3 the Judge muſt judge 
ny hc Lawyer plead faithfully, the Mi- 
nilter preach impartially.neither {owing pillows 
under mens arms.,nor breaking bruiſed recds,but 
faying to the righteous, Tt ſhall be well with you, 

In ſumm all ranks noble, and ignoblc, from 
the crown to the Cottage, mult contribute to 
one anothers good. 

Now as ye muſt be faithfull to God, and 
faithful toothers, ſo muſt you be, to your own 51, 

uls 3 by reſorting to the waters, to buy wine, 
and milk for them, that is, by prayers, and true 
xce ſeck for thole graces of Gods ſpirit, 

which are as neceſſary tor your. nouriſhment 
35 common milk for your body ſhe would be 
ght a hard-hearted mother, that would 

the fruit of hex womb to pining, or put 

it to acruel nurſe,that-would deny it {ultenance 
let us not come.under this cenſure, fince God 
iven an immortall ſoul that muſt be 

iſhed, let us uſe all means for its nouriſh- 


RMcvt, to have it fatt and flouriſhing, 
| Secondly, 
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21y, Be faithful unto them, by letting them 
with theif own eyes, for they perceive but 
dimly, ( the viſive faculty being obſcured by 
{in ) that they are tmore capacious than to be 
hlled with a thouſand worlds full, either of 
riches, honours , pleaſures , or preferments 
there can be no true atiffaction for them, but 
in him who is Lord ofall ; let them therefere, 


I fay,have their libertie,go hot over their bellies | 


but follow; and affiſ.them in that,* which in 
ſome meaſure theynatarally deſire. 

Thirdly, Ye muſt be theul - to them, in 
not bringirig them mto theſe” cnortrfhyjes and 
-Premuniries, that will whdoubtedly:damn thend, 
eſpecially thoſe of ſecurity, preſumption; 
ſay not with the rich man.thi thou haſt enough 
laid up for many years,nor with thoſe wretchs 
that ſay though we add drunkennels to thirſt 


yet we ſhall have peace; but be ingenious, tellſ 
them, ry by reaſon of the bodyes eproll | 


they muſt goe to a phyſician 3 they ate out 
oynt , they mult go to aBoneſetter; th 
Iethorick, and muſe uſe Phſebotomy 3 har 
and muſt be fed 3 naked, and muſt be doa 
blind, and muſt have eye-alve; ; poor, arg muſt 
have gold ;' and all theſe muſt be had by: pro 


feſbing, and that conſtantly,” and to death, the 
Do&rine of a ſlain Chriſt.” _ 
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Applications 


* Ought all they that profeſs Chriſtianity, to 
be conſtant, and perſevere to the end: ?. Then, 
Man, whoſoever thou art, that art toſſed up 
and down with every wind of DoGctrine, look 
t'thy ſelf, thy condition is deplorable ; there 


 $ a promiſe made in my Text,but not to thee z 


Chriſt hath ſhed his Blood to waſh conſtant 
Proteflors, but not one drop of it for thee, as 
jog as thou art in this wavering condition : 
therefore if thou defireſt Heaven, a Crown 
A 
In, t all that profeſs Chriſtianity 
to be conſtant ? Then let me-exhort you that 
call God Father,:'Chrift Redeemer, and Holy 
| Ghoſt. SanQiher, to continue your courſe, and 
not fall back, : .- {tA 8, 
|: For preſſing this a little nearer, /I ſhall lay 
down ſome Arguments to perfwade you to this 


ndth Diredions to help yavin it; 

/ Firſt, Conſtancy and Perſeverance- makes us 
like Chriſt : 'For he though carried-to a Wil 
demeſs, to a high Mountain, o a pinacle of 
the Temple by the Devil 3 though-teviled, op; 
poſed, and at laft crucified, by the bloody.and 


eel: Fews, ſhrank not in the leaſt from-his | 


ing determination, till that joyful word 


would be like him, we muſt doſo too. ; 


was''uttered' ,- Conſammatum oft : And it we 
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Secondly, Our conſ{tincy will weaken the 


force of our Enemy. Reſt the Devil, faith| 


Fames, and he will flee from you. Dranto no! 
conſtantius &-' fortins ſteterimus , ſaith Origen, 
Hom:4.' ſuper Exod.Cap.6. tanto infirmior&: in 
validior erit Pharaoh. The more firongly-atd 
conſtantly we'ftand. the, more weak is Pharaoh; 
but if we. begin. once to be-weak: and: doubt 
ful, the moxe- fixong and powerful will the: De 
vil be againft us,and he goes on. That is tr 
ly fulfilled in us, which Moſesgave in hgure} 
when he-liftted up his hands,” Iſrael prevayled; 
when he-was weary.and let them down, Ame 
lek prevailed. So then let ns lift up our. hihb 
in the ifength of a crucified Cinili, that ip 
may increaſe our faith... 7; ; 
| er Without c a—_— "tis impoſtbl 
o get- that we: delire. nid prodeft, . bfatry 
ci Cyril in Foh. lib. 6. caps 1, {What (Goth 
profit, Tipray;:it after a hatd conflict wetal 
to onr Enemy ?..What if we:'carry a Ship Aa 
into the Indies, and ſuffer ſhipwrack before 
rcturs?? cQVbatqif we begiti.-ooCbukt-a Hedle 


—— 


admevertutic? Ettrrmal bite' is-proniiſed to 
none but to:thofe that begin "ani : end: dll 
temenber L9% Wite, WHho'was turned) >ta 
hr'of. Salts, none chlat 4phrs his-haind 56 
low: inſt Jook back : Flatter hot ' your Rive 
therefore, adds he, becanfe yahoar,ane reha 
kiy Words, this is the hx of Sabvati 
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he like Chriſt, if ye would overcome your Ene- 
th} mics, and. obtain what you deſire, take theſe 
0; | Directions : 
en, Firſt, Be diligent in the uſe of the Means, 
in| bearing of the. Word , which begettcth Faith, 
14} and Faith conſtancy in Prayer, which joyneth 
hb; thee and Chrifſt- together, bringeth down his 
xt | ſtxength. from Heaven , in which thou maiſt 
| fiand 3 receive the Sacraments, which are ſigns 
ww of his Love, which will prove in all thy con- 
eil flits health to the Soul, and marrow to the 
di} Bones : But if we negjcct theſe or any of them, 
we may be ſure that that cloud will ſoon bring 
on us a ſhowr of in. 
. Secondly., If thou perceiveſt any ſpiritual 
weaknels, if thou ſeeſt any appearance of breach 
m the walls of thy Soul, run to thy Captain, 
lus Chriſt, for new ſupplies of his divine 
and: ſtrive to make thy paſſage ſure by 
tervent ſapplication. and deep humiliation. | 
- Thirdly, iJf--thou wouldſi-be conftant, ſhun 
all occaſions of turning back, hypocrific, (elt- 
love, ſpixityal pride, evil company, falſe Pro- 
phets : In fam, (hun all appearance of. evil ; if 
the ſtrange woman entice thee, conſent thou 
not.for ſhe ſeeks to lull thee afleep in her arms, 
till a.dart ſixikes through thy Liver. : 
.Fourthly, K thou wouldſ be conſtant, . let 
Heaven and Happineſs be the mark thou aimeſt 
&, And for this end conſider and imitate their 
Ways, who:now. arc ſafcly at the end of ther 
Journey, ' and: enjoy all that they had in pro» 
H 2 miſe, 
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miſe. Foſeph's Chaſtity, Moſes's Zeal, David's 
Arithmetick, Solomon's Wiſdom, in perceiving 
the vanity of all things, yea Chriſt and his |} 
Apoſtles, and all the Confefſors and Martyrs 
ever {ince,preach nothing to us more frequent» | 
ly than conſtancy and perſeverance, and this | 
was not by them, nor will be performed by us * 
in vain 3 for my Text faith, Thoſe that are 
faithful unto death, ſhall get from Chrift a Crown 
of Life. 
Though Man be the beſt of ſublunary Crea- 
tures, and therefore hath moſt reaſon to ſerve 
God, and yield obedience to his Commands, | 
yet wickednels in the worſt breeds antipathy, | 
and weakneſs in the beſt,inability to that which 
is good 3 corruption is ſo ſtrong in the firſt, |, 
that they will not receive, and ſo tenacious and | 
xemanent in theſe, that they can hardly retain 
truth in their minds, or grace in their hearts. 
Therefore that God may be like himſelf, mer- 
citul and gracious, he hath been pleafed by his 
ſacred Amanuenſes, not only to enjoyn obedi- 
ence,but promiſe rewards. And amongſt thoſe | 
many chronicled in holy Writ, none more &- 
feftual, than that which concerns our ſelves, 
there being in us ſuch a principle of ſelf-love, 
as puts us on ſeeking our own advantage 3 and 
of all thoſe which allure to the doing of duty, 
none equal to that Crown of Life which is pro- 
miſed to and laid up for us. Hard tasks have 
great encouragements, annexed bythe wiſe dif 
poler of all things 3 as here, 'nothing _— 
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hard to flelh and blood than conſtancy, in the 
midit of furious threats, bitter baniſhments.and 
cruel deaths : The requital therefore is corre- 
ſpondent 3 that which is moſt Toved, Life 
that that is moſt defired, a happy end, and 


| both here together, T will give thee a Crown of 


Life 3 in which take notice of 


I. The Benefit, The Crown of Life. 

2. The Demiſe, 'Tu given. 

3. The Giver, I, 

4. The Receiver, Thee, that is, every 
faithful Soul, 


Though the benefit be the laſt in the words, 
yet will we begin with it. ? Tis not bare Life, 


+ though that were ſufficient being in Heaven 3 


but *tis a Crown of Life, and this, that happy 
and glorious cſtate, reſerved for pure and rett- 
ned Souls in the other World. Lite then it is 
called for its great worth 3 N31 vitae dulcius, 15 
the language of univerſal Nature. And as it is 
moſt valuable , ſo valued 3 honour , riches, 


' pleaſure, leaming, all will be reſigned for it 3 


witneſs the Devil's expreſſion, a truth from 
the father of lyes, Skin for skin, yea all that a Job 2.4. 


man hath will he give for his life : And Eſau's 


Expoſtulation, And Eſax ſaid, Behold I am at G©0-25-32 
the point to die, and what profit ſhall this birth-' 
right do to me ? Life isdefirable then, and here 


It is, an honourable, healthy, and happy one, 


a Crown. Though the expreſſion he meta- 
H 3 pho» 
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phorical, ( and alluding to warlike affairs, as 
tghting, running, and wreſtling, -where the 
actors after their conqueſts were crowned with 
garlands, as a badge of honour and victory ) 
yet becauſe {uch ſuit beſt with our darkned in- 
telleEtuals, till death ſhall amplihe our ſcience, 
and make thoſe truths obvious and cognolſci- 
ble,which while we are at ſuch a diſtance from 
Heaven, we can ncither fatisfatorily behold, 
nor fully expreſs z we will therefore follow 
our Metaphor, and yet behold no other lines in 
the face of this lite, but ſuch as are drawn by 
the Spirit of God in his own Book. Crowns 
(then you know ) are the greateſt tokens of 
power, majelty and honour, being the Chara- 
Eteriſticks of God's Vicegerents upon Earth. 


This the Kingly Prophet himſelf reckoneth | 


among, his blefImgs; For thou preventeſt him with 
the bleſſing of goodnefi, and ſetteſt a Crown of pure 


gold upon his head : So Heaven, cr this Crown 


of Lite, is the bright ſeat, and perfe& conſum- 
mation, of all the joys, honours, and pleaſures, 
of thoſe that are waſhed in the Blood of the Son 
of _—_ and made Kings and Prieſts to him- 
{elt, 

Again, Crowns belide their golden worth, 
have additional gems to make them more pre- 


- cious. Well then may Heaven's bliſs be called 


{o.fince it hath ſo many Jewels beyond all hu- 
mane eftimation, and thoſe either external, ac- 
crewing, to the-Body, or internal, to both Bo- 
dy and Soul, in that celeſtial Habitacle of _ 
an 


—- 


—— 
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and themſelves : The firſt is ſpirituality ; that 


corporcal ſpecies which moſt reſembles Spirits, 


is the more nobly to be cftcemed 3 but in Hea- 
ven we thall not. only be toy eAoe, AS YOu 


have it, Mat,22. 30. but Phil. 3:21. Our vile 


bodies ſhall be changed, and faſhioned like unto 
Chriſt's glorious Body, Groſs matter hath many 
tzces, Bodies many defects, while Egrth is 
predominant, which Heaven like a rare Chy- 
mult either abſtracts or tranſmutes 3 revireſcunt 
omnaz no heart-pantings , no head-achings, 

y hairs, or wrinkled faces, trembling hands, 
or feeble legs, hollow eyes, nor toothlels jaws 3 
but on the contrary, hcalth without: ſicknels, 


youth without age, beauty without deformity, 


ſtxength without weakneſs, and dearncls of 
fight, never, to admit dimnelſs. 

Again, As we ſhall be ſpiritualized, fo clari- 
bed. Then thall we not necd the Philoſopher's 
Window to diſcover our endleſs tlarity, bat 
(ball be ſeen as we are, and ſee as we are ſeem; 
no veiled face, nor hoodwinked-undertianding 
in Heaven, for all, the very refuſe part of man, 


(the Body I mean) ſhall thine as the Sun-: And 


if that be too little,if you will believeSt. A»/tin, 
Hujus corporis claritas tantum Solem excellit, quan- 
tum $ol in claritate noſtrum corpus preceltit : That 


is, The brightneſs of a glorihied body doth as 


tar-excel the Sun, as the Sun doth our mortal 
body. To this we may add.agility correſpon- 
dent to our Angel-like Natures, which, as'one 
faith, ſhall be ſuch, as Ubi vwlt animnus ibi pro- 


tings erit & corps, H 4 Laſtly, 
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Lafily, Immortality. He that wiſheth to live 
for ever, now hath his detire. Our Grandfa. 
ther Adam could never boalt of this priviledge; 
for though he had-Poſſe non mori, a poſſibility 
of not dying, yet had he not (though in Pars 
diſe) Non poſſe mori,an abſolute immunity from 
death : Reſervatur hoc pro patria, Heaven alone 
muſt ummortalize us, then our mortal muſt put 
-on-immortality, dying once we die no more, 
the line of our lite thall run to eternity 3 0 
glorious Crown | | 
Is this all ? No : Theſe 'are but the criſtal 
caſes of the more beloved pi&tures 3 the Soul' 
glories mutt now be diſplayed 3 Knowledge i 
ſweet to the Soul, ſaith the Son of Wiſdom; 
and here it (hall be in the higheſt degree. As 
Firlt, That . Knowledge, ſurpaſimg Know- 
| ledge of God, and thoſe intricacies, dark and 
. obſcure, {carce cognoſcible to the Sophies of 
:the World, ſhall then be Vie Regie : We (hal 
with Moſes have our faces unveiled, when we 
come to this holy Hill ; there we may behold 
with open face, and have the full knowledge 
of the beatifick Viſion 3 then the Myſtery of the 
Trinityand Trinity in Unity, which the moſt 
{agacious and quick-ſighted mortals have loi 
themſelves in, or at belt but begged the queſti- 
on > the Hypoſiatical and Myſtical Union of Di 
vinity with Humanity, and all the other ſecrets 
of Heaven, concerning Creation and Provi- 
dence, with the nature and order of the wing: 
ed Hcralds, ſhall be written plain upon all glo 
| rift 
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ried underſtandings. And as the Knowled ge 
will be great, ſo the Concord unutterable. 
Now no more deſertions on God's part, no 
frown, no threat, no grief, nor complaint,” but 
all complacency, and never-fading love. Him 


that overcometh, will IT make a Pillar in the Temple Rev.3. 12- 
en 


of my God, and he ſhall go no more out. Th 

on our part : No more refilting of the Spirit, 
remiſsneſs in duty, no luſting of the Fle{f 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh, but is all ſwallowed up in perfect obedi- 
ence. Now, and not till now, is that bleſſed 
Contract 3 And I will betroth thee unto me for 


ever, yea I will betroth tbee-unto rhe in knowledge, 992-19: 


righteouſneſs and judgement,and in loving kindneſs, 
and in mercy. is Contract, I fay, is con- 
ſummate by ſuch an indiffoluble knot, that nei- 
ther death, nor life, nor Angels, nor principal- 
lities, nor powers,nor things preſent,nor things 
to come, nor heighth, nor == nor any other 
creature, (hall be able to ſeparate from the fore- 
mentioned Bliſs, Bnt to ſum up this, I have 
rather detrated from,than enhanced its worth, 
the tongues of men. being not able to utter, 
what Angels dobut pry into. I only add that 


joy and pleaſure the royal Prophet ſpeaketh of, Pal. 16.12 


which is at God's tight hand, Abraham re. 
joyced to ſee Chriſt's Day afar off, John Bap- 
tilt ſprung, in his Mother's womb at the ap- 

oach of his Saviour, yet unborn. Old Sime- 
an, that he had him in his arms, though in his 


bumble and (elf-abafing eſtate : How much 
more 
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more reaſon thall the faithful have-to rejoyce tg 
ſee him.not only tit on his Father's right hand, 
but to fit down with him ? And though 1 dare 
not with the Schoolmen, appropriate particular 
Glories to cvery ſenſe 3 as that Heaven, or this 
Crown of Lite, ſhall be to fight as a molt cleax 


glaſs, wherein it (hall ſee him who 1s (to mor- 


tal eycs) inviſible 3 a harp to the hearing, for 
thoſe melodious ſounds of heavenly Hallelmahs, 
that ſhall be there ſung without intermithon 3 
as honey to the taſte, in reſpect of the tree of 
life, that groweth in the midſt of the Paradiſe 
of God, and the River, that proceedeth from 
under his Throne, as the moſt odoriferous {pi- 
ces to the {melling,ftor there is the Lamb,whote 
garments are all {weet ſmelfing myrrh 3 as ro- 
(cs to our handling, ſeeing nothing is there de- 
fled,or impure : Yet may avouch, That when 
we {ce God face to face, we thall be ſo taken 
up with the contemplation and fruition of that 
glorious Object, ( in whoſe inhnity all goods 
are included and dilated ) as numberleſs ages, 
which the joy of the beatifick Viſion abounds 
with, will ſcarce afford us leifure for a diverli- 
on to any othey pleaſures, than thoſe it felf cre- 


- ates, which are {o numerous and entire; that 


we ſhall there defire nothing that we have not, 
unleſs it be more tongues to fing more praiſes, 
or at leaſt a capacity,to pay him greater thanks 
for what we have. If this be not enough 3 Is 
there joy in the ſight and knowledge of friends? 


Here it thall be, it the general conſent of the 
An- 


®* a As dA edit... 3 OO ws > © R89W 


The reward of the faithful. 
Ancients be valid. Is there joy in the likeneſs' 
Of thoſe that are above us ? Then here it is, we 
ſhall be like the Angels in Heaven, Is there 


joy in converfing with them ? Surely this we 
ſhall have, ſince both they and we ſhall behold 


the divineMajeſty.T might run on in this (tream, 


till I were breathleſs, and yet, like one of the 
Queen of $Sheba's Informers, not tell the half 
of that which every faithful Soul ſhall find. 
And therefore thinking meditation and won- 
der to be the beſt Rhetorick for this Theam, I 
ſhall ſum this Branch up with St. Auſtin, who 
faith, There the wiſdom of Solomon hall be 
counted folly ; the beauty of Abſolom deformi- 
ty; the (wiftnels of Hazael flowneſs ; the 
ſtrength of Sampſon weakneſs 3 the long life of 
Methuſelah mortality 3 Creſus, Alexander, and 


. Ceſar, their pomps, riches, and glorious King- 


doms, begegary 3 the things that God hath pro- 
miſed, and are to be had not only tranſcend 
deſire but wiſhes. And this for the Benefit, 
The Crown of Life. 


Come I now to the Demiſe, where it is not 
ſaid, And thou ſhalt merit, but I will give thee 
the Crown of Life. 


If we expe&t any thing from God as due, 
we muſt acknowledge, that it his promiſe did 
not, our actions could not, make it ſo, and 
that to his Mercy we owe the right we have 
to confide in his Juſtice. St. Pal, who ha- 
| ving 
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ving fought a good fight, finiſhed his courſe, 
and kept the faith, expecteda Crown of Righ- 
tcoulnel(s-from the Lord, under the notion of a 
Eph.2.3. righteous Judge 3 yet tells us, That by grace 
we are ſaved, through faith, and not of our 
ſelves, it is the gift of God, whoſe promiſes, 
now they are made ours, allow us indeed to 
expect Heaven from his Juſtice 3 but the ma- 
king of thoſe great and precious promiſes, (for 
{o St. Peter calls them) muſt be acknowledged 
the pure cftet of his free and undeſerved good- 
nels, which to believe inftinite, we need but 
conſider the diſproportion betwixt ſuch a re- 
compence, as eternal glory, and the leaſt im- 
perfect performances of ours, which, though 
they needed not pardon.could not at leaft chal- 
lenge any reward from him, who is our Crea- 
tor, and hath ſuch a right to exa& of us what 
{ervice he pleaſeth, without propoſing any re- 
compence, and that our exaGeſt obedience to 
all his commands, would yet leave us to con- 
feſs our ſelves unprofitable ſervants. What 
Rom.6.23. more expreſs than ? The gift of God is eternal - 
life tbrough Feſus Chriſt our Lord : Here St. 
Paul inverteth the Antitheſis, having ſaid im- 
mediately before, That the wages of fin is death , 
but now that eternal life is not the wages of 
righteouſneſs, but the gift of God ; where it 
ſ{cems, of ſet purpoſe, he oppoſeth grace ta 
wages, to ſhew that ir is a thing ſo excellent, 
that unleſs it be given by God, it cannot be 
gotten by our own works. Take Chriſt's 
own 
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own word for all ; Fear not little flock, it is 
your Father's good pleaſrire to give you a Kingdom. 
How {weetly the Fathers have expreſſed this 
Truth; hear St. Aſtin, Si; homo mile annis ſer- 
viret Deo ferventiſſime non mereretur ex condigno di» 
midium diei eſſe in regno calorum. St. Anujtin ad 
Laurent, A ſtipend, faith he, is payed in war- 
fare as a debt, and not given as a gift ; there- 
fore St. Paul faith, the ſtipend of tin is death, 
to declare, that death is rendred unto ſin, not 
without deſert, but as due ; but grace unleſs it 
be free is not grace : Wherefore as touching the 
good works of man, foraſinuch as they are the 
gifts of God, in that unto them cternal lite is 
rendred, it is grace for grace : By this, and 
other of his expreſſions, as that in his 9th 
Chap. de gratia, & libero Arb. and in his 13th 
Chap. de corruptione, &- gratia, he gathers, that 
eternal life is therefore called grace, becauſe the 
works which go before it are given freely, St. 
Hilary on Pſal. 50. thus, My hope is in the 
mercy of God for ever and ever ; for the works 
of righteouſneſs are not ſufficient unto the me- 
rit of perfe& bleſſedneſs. And Ferom. on 1/2 
46, It we ſhould conſider our own merits, we 
ſhould deſpair, In ſum, My Text faith, I 7s 
ow. Now if any yet will ſtick for merit, let 

im work that God hath neither: given him 
power, nor will to do, what he is not bound 
to do 3 that, that he may be profitable to him, 
from whoa he expects recompence, and equal 
to the reward which he looks for z otherwiſe 
| let 
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let him be faithful unto death, that he may re« 
ceive gratis, A Crown of Life. 


About the third , The Donor, TI need nat 
ſtand long, ſeeing *tis Chriſt the Rightcous, 
who cannot deceive 3 the Holy One of God, 
that cannot lye 3 the Advocate that pleads for 
our admiſſion unto Heaven, and hath a three» 
fold Office of Prophet, Pricſt and King, The 
firſt to reveal toz the ſecond to obtain tor 3, the 
third to confer on, faithful ones a Crown of 
Life z which is the laſt, The perſons gifted, 
Thee. 


Firſt, The Church. of Smyrnz 3 and with 
them all that-hunger and thirſt after righteoul- 
neſs 3 meditate on God's Law z weep when 
others do not keep it 3 long for Heaven,, and 
' perſevere to the end 3 running, fighting, wreſt» 
ling 3 tmiſhing their courſe 3 working out their 
Salvation with fear and trembling 3 or in'the 
words of my Text, ſuch as are faithful wnte 
death, to them Chriſt will give a Crown. of 
Life. Nb it 


And now to Apply, Is 1there a Crown of 
Life promiſed ? Why.,do we not bdieye it? 
If we believe it, why do we not prize it ? If 
we prize .it,. why do we not ſeek after it? It 
were not.poſſible we could be ſo much in love 
with this Life, if we did bclieve there were 
another'z nor would we doteſo on theſe ng 

pica- 
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plealurcs, and poor clay Cottages, .if we be- 
heved there were kingdoms and Crowns pre- 
paxed for ns. : This Life we live is always pros . 
vided for, as jt it ſhould never end 5 the other 
a5:3 4t ſhould never begin 3 while as that thall 
end.this never. © We ſee, faith St. 4riſtin, that 
the lovers of this preſent Life, uſe, their utmolt 
care and colt.to.preſerve it, and all they can d 

is only #t differrent, non auferent mortem 3 _ 
if men are ſolicitous wt aliquantum plus vivatur, 
quomodo agendum eft ut ſemper rivatur ? 

Again, Will Chritt give a Crown of Life to 
the faithtul ? Then let the memory of the pro- 
miſed reward keep us ccnſtant in our duty. 
True fidelity or perſeverance is hardly obtain- 
ed ; but it is as true, that a Crown of Lite is 
as advantageous. Videamis.ſaith St. Auſtin,quid 
ronifirand as 1 began, not Silver,Gold. Houſes, 

nds, or cry Poltdfions ; and yet what 
will not men do that they may gain ſuch ? And 
ſhall not a Crown of Life have ſtronger influ- 
ence ? Let us conſider on the one hand, what 
we can probably gain, by being unfaithful, by 
falling away,and torſaking the Truth ? It may 
be riches, honour, favour ; but Chriſt being 


"Judge, What ſhall it profit a man, if be gain the Mat. 16.26 


le World, and loſe his Soul ? Again, Conſt- 
what we loſe, if we adhere to, and perſe- 
vere in it ? It may be Houſes, Lands, Father, 
Mother, Wife, Children 3 but a Crown of Life 
will make amends for all. Let us therefore 


imitate the Husbandman, whoſe toyl is —_ 
ne 
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ned with the hopes of a plentiful Harveſt ; the 
Merchant, that flights the rougheſt Seas, and 
moſt dangerous Rocks, having an eye to the 
Indian Pearl, So I fay, Let us encourage out 
ſelves ih the midſt of difficulties, with the ſeri- 
ous thoughts of a Crown, ahd it we hold out 
to the end, we ſhall have Life that ſhall never 
end. Be thorn faithful, &c. Amen. 
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The Fifth Sermon. 


John T3 22s . 


' 


Sir, we would ſee Feſus. = 


Need not ſtand to preface, or 
demand your devout attention : 
ſince the very words ofmy Text 
=S bring to your view that only 
I | Loadftone, by 'and to which all 
Chriſtian Souls ought to be attracted. Unuſual 


Comets have their Admirers,the ſmalleſt _ 
I hat 
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come to paſs when the cauſe is not known| 


wanteth not remembrancers3 and what tame 
hath proclaimed rare (though really it be not 
ſo ) hath its bcholding proſclytes both far and 
near 3 and ſhall not then that prodigie of love, 
worth,humility and humanity 3 God incarnate, 
or the man( rather God, and man )Chriſt 
Jeſus draw our eyes to ſee, and ogir hearts to 
defire, and long after him? ſeeing our Jeſus 
then as he is, or at caſt ought to be the end cf 
mans delires, ſo the” words of my Text, Sir, 
wee would fee Jeſus. Who are theſe delire to 
ſee Jeſus ? isit the high Prieſt ? no 3 is it the 
Scribes and Pharifces ? no : were they in 
ſumme his own countrey men, and peculiar 
people the Jews? no, Who then ? they wer 
Grecks, ſtrangers, or at beſt but ſome of thoſe, 
Di ftabant in atrio gentiunm, they deſire to ſee 
him 3 but why now more than at another 
time ? becauſe his laſt miracle was freſh in their 
ears, and before their, eyes, The raifing d 
dead ſtinking Lazarzs, as you may read Ch.11, 
I ſhall not inbiſt to diſcuſs whether theſe Greeks 


came out of curioſity : but in charity ſhall take | 


theſe words as if. they had faid Sir no doubt 
your Maſter Jeſus, whom we are willing to 


adore, is the promiſed Meſſiah, fot theſe mighty 


works can be done by none other, wepray you 
therefore ſince we are not admitted as yet to 
come nearer, but ſtand afar off, fhew us, for we 
would willing fee him. Whence obſerye. 


That 
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That they are not alwayes the beſt profeſſurs 
that make the greateſt ſhow. | 
This is clear from the Text. Though the 
Jews nade greateſt preparations for, and kept 
the feaft, yer none we hear of, that ſeek to ſee 
Jeſus 3 but onely theſe Greek proſelytes : the 
Phariſee and the Publican came to the Temple, 
the one ſtanding on his vindicationz the 
other acknowledging ſelt-guiltineſs 3 he witha tux, 1s 5: 
great ſhow, and many words 3 the other like 10,11. © 
himſelf; humble, and ſclf accuſing; but which 
5 the better? confult the Text verſe 14. I tel 
you that this man went away juſtified rather 
than the other. Nzy Chriſts own words are 
expreſs. Verily I ſay unto you that chePublicans, 
and Harlots ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven before you 3 that is, Gods mercy is at Mat.2w3 
hand if they repent, and a repenting Harlot is 
better than a profciſing Hypocrite : It is not 
every one that faith. Lord, Lord : nor thoſe that 
iy we have prophelicd inthy name,but ſuch as 
do the will of the father, viſit the lick, feed the EG 
hungry, and cloath the naked 3 thete were ter WO 
Lepers cleanſed, N:ne Jews.and one Samaritanz 
they no doubt made ſhew* of Keligion. and 
loved their country men, but he was hated of Luk.17.14 
them mortally, yet ſee the end, None gives 
thanks but chis ſtranger 3 they all received the 
lame mercy, yet all had not the ſame heart. Verle 18 
Arttius compares them titty to an ingratetull | 
tan who while he is in miſery will crauch but 
4 ſoon as he is recovered: will prove the (ame - 


2 before, thoſe that profeſs molt, have com- 
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monly ſome by end : it we ſpeak of the Jews, 
they pretcnded a carnal priviledge, We be 
Abrahams ſeed , we were never in bond- 
age. 'But hear what Saint Pal ſaith, For 
they are not all Iſrael, that are of Ifrac}, If 
we ſpeak of the Gentiles, then ſhall we find that 
Hypocrilie and preſumption are the two Maſter- 
wheels of their devotion 3 They are for doing 
all for oftentation 3 that they may be ſeen 
of men 5 whom Chriſt ' taxeth. Theſe 
thinking that it they once but ſee Chriſt in his 
ordinances reigning, and trampling all powers 
under his fect, that then they may lay hold of 
him there,never once conſidering that undoubted 
truth, that they that would wear a crown of 
glory,mult firlt bear a croſs of afflictions, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers violence, and they 
take it by force, 

Let us now make what hath been ſaid, our 
own,thus.are they not always the beſt Chriſtians 
that make the greateſt ſhew? then what art thou 
O man, that haſt neither the ſhew nor power 
of Religion. I know thou wilt ſay I ama man; 
and an honeſt man ; the worltd cannot lay 
any thing to thy charge: *tis true thou art a man | 
but a dctormed one, were thy body like Ab- 
foloms, that from the ſole of thy feet to the 
crown of thy head, there were no blemiſh, yet 
thou halt a loathſom , and foul ſoul within, 
thy whole head is fick, and thy whole heart 
faint. Thy foule with all his affetions, that 
ought to be ſplendid, and glorious being, the 

Image 
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Image of the inviſible Deity is blacker than a cole. 
Look on thy heart, and contider. what ule it 
was made for,was it not to be the Spirits recep- 
tacle, is He there thinkelt thon ? no, no, God 
is not in all his thoughts, nay he cannot be 


there ; for there is no concord betwixt Chriſt 


and Belial, what then ? a den of thieves the 


.devil with his blackeſt machinations, and this 


thou maylt ſce, if thou look' but on its facul- 
ties; thy will, was it not given thee for thisend, 
that it might run in a ſtraight line with Gods 
commandements ? but alas ! ſee how it is de- 
generate from its firſt conſtitution;and rectitude; 


and hath found out to it (elf many -inventions, 


that there is no place left forGods Precepts:look 
on thy aftections, were they not ordained . to 
dart themſelves out with dire& beams towards 


itheir Creator, and be fully fatiate with and 
wholy abſorpt in him ? -but ſee how farr it 1s 


otherways 3 they never caſt a glance at Heaven, 


-unlcſs it be over the ſhoulder, nor will not do 
as long as there is a lying, and nturdering Devil 
:xcady, to gloſs the world fo, or at leaſt to ſhew 


it {o by a talſe Optick.as if Heaven could neither 
match it in beauty, profit, or pleaſure, Behold 
thy Memory, & hadit thou not it to remember 
God's-goodnels, and thy own duty ? that in 
cy wonderful making andy preſervation 3. this 
to teach thae on whom thou dependceſt,and ſet 


all the reſt at work to be thanktull , but how 


farr it deviats experience tells us, tor unleſs the 


pins of thy clay Tabernacle thake,or the painted 
| I 3 dcvils 
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devils of luſt , and pleaſure fail thee , thay 
never thinkeſt of any ſupreme power.and as for 
thy {clt, that is utterly forgotten : David's (ha- 
ping in iniquity,and conceiving in ſin, are quite 
cancelled, thy obſcene formation.,and loathſome 
birth. ſweating, and wrinkle-browed life, are 

buried in oblivion 3 thou remembreſt nothing 
but Chimz:ra's, as that thou art hewn out of 
rocks of Diamonds, and canft be ſubje& to no 
corruption, but being inveloped with this na- 
tural Canopy of Heaven, and placed in a Para- 
. diſe of Earth, as thou ſuppoſekt it to be, thou 
ſhalt eternize thy feigned worth. But look to 
thy {clt in time : Abſolom's fair Face was hang; 
£d.in an Oak ; and Alexander,the World's be- 
loved, gave his Body to Worms. In ſhort, 
Hadi thou all the Accowplithments the Devil 
Tan promiſe, the World, ,and thy own Fleſh 
afford, and wanteſt Religion, the true fear of 
Gad.and a due cftcem of thine own Soul, thou 
art the loathſameſt of all creatures, an everlaſt- 
ling enemy to God, and priſoner to the Devil, 
Get holineſs then, aud thou {balt.have all thay 
thinkeſt thou haſt, | 
Sccondly, Are they not the beſt Profeſſors that 
weakp the greateſt ſhow £ Then Rypocrite come 
thou upon the Rage,and hear thy doom. Coun: | 

terfeit holineſs is a double ungodlineſs 3 if it be | 
a good thing to be good indeed, then what | 
weaſon haſt thou to appear to be what thou | | 
; wouldſt not ? And if it be an evil thing to he Þ” 
'evil, why wilt thon be that thou wouldſt not 
ſcem 
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ſeem to be? Thou art fitly compared to a Peach, 
that hath a ſoft outſide, but a rugged ſtone 
within 3 thou maiſt calily deceive thy (elf and 
others, but God thou canlt not deceive; nay, 
as long as thou goett no further than leaves, 
thou art worſe than the other, I mean, him 
that profefſeth nothing. Becauſe 

Firſt, Thou ſinneſt againſt thy own Conlci- 
ence,knowing that the | of thy long pray- 
ers, will but lull the widow aſleep, till thou 
haſt devoured her houſe; and ſo while thou 


doſt thus, - thou mak*lt thy elf incapable of re- 
.ceiving thoſe graces, that indeed thou never 


expedich. 
Secondly, Thou art worſe than the other, 

becauſe thou carrieſt it ſo with men, that they 

think thou art as good as the belt, and 


keep*ſt thy ſelf from thoſe pinching reproots, 
and piercing admonitians, that are the ordina- 
xy means uled by the Almighty for converting 
cf open ſinners. | 
--- Thirdly, Thou caſeſt thy own back of Jl 
burdens, and caſts them. on - others. See the 
Rory of the Phariſce and Publicen aforeccited, 


But what gaineſt thou by all this? 
Hear 3,Fiztt; Thou clappift thy -head on the 


pillow of ſecurity, crowning jt with theſe for» 
mal Laurels, and ſo fleepeſt till it be {urround- 


ed with everlaſting flames, This was the.fool- 


_ th Virgins cafes, They had lamps,but not oyls 14 oc. 
and ſce what follows, They were not ſuffered oY 
to. enter in with-the Bridegroom, 


I 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, By this thou gathereſt all thy For- 
ces, to oppoſe ſincerity in others as well as thy 
ſelf. Thus did the.Phariſees when they came 
to Chriſt, tempting him 3 and the language of 
't16ir hearts no doubt was this, What ? can the 
C irpenter's Son haye more ſincerity than we? 
Whence kath he theſe things ? | 
Thirdly, Thou gaineft a gall'd Conſcience, 
"canſt not hear of thy faults, it the Meſſenger] 
of God reproves thee, thou ſpurneſt, Am not} 
* T holier than he? and ſo contemneſt both his 
' perſon and meſſage. Thus you ſcethe ill of it, 
Now let me enter into thy beſome, to ſhey 
thee there, that thou knoweſt too well alrcady, 
iz, the Cauſes of Hypocrifie, which if thou 
takeſt away it will ceaſe, and thou then indeed 
wilt be what thou ſeemeſt, The firſt of which 
«1; wh 

- +» That when thou compareſt thy ſelf, and thy 
ontward ſhows with any, it is always with the 
, worſt, Lord, I am not like this man, though 
indeed it thou remembreſt what . hath been] 
-{zid, ' thou art a great deal worſe';' tor he puts] 

ON rIna in the way of means, thou 
OIL, | F k | 
-. . Secondly, The Calumnies that are laid on 
"God's Children by the World, make thee thus 
"tetnporize. They cannot run one hour to the 
-Cloſet, and another to their laſts; honours.and 
preterments, witneſs: Daniel ; but thou with 
every wind and company canſt change thy face 
and heart, and fo getteſt loye of all 3 —_ 
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Truth it {elf faith, Jo wnto you when all ſpeak Luke 6.26, 


well of you, for ſo did your fathers to the falſe 
Prophets. | 

Thirdly, Plenty.and ſucceſs in worldly mat- 
ters. As long as I am'thus and' thus, faith the 
'Hypocrite, I will not alter my -Principles 3 I 
care not for that ftrictnels that propoſes haniſh- 
ment, impriſonment, an hungry belly, and a 
bare back, . yea and ſometimes fire and- ſword, 
ſurgly God loves tne more' than : theſe, elſe T 


| "Thould' not have fo great plenty 3 I can pray 


with a chearful and laughing countenance, if 
Twill, (but my way bids me dishgure my face) 
while they have their cheeks blubbered with 
tears 3 I can fall down before the Image that 
Nebuchadnezzar \{ets'up, and dine plentifully, 
while Dane is confined to. his Chamber, and 
dare not taſte' of 'the portion from the King's 
Table. --It is true,' all thefe thou canſt'do, all 
theſe thou Yoſt 3' but behold the end y, fiollen 
waters are'{\weet;-bat--afterwards bitter; thy 
portion is in thy hand ſhews in promiſe : 
"They are banifhed} *tis true, but whither ? Is 
it not from' ſinfuy and Soul-corrupting Earth, 
to the Empexeal* Heaven ? They: are hungry, 
and naked; but belt fed.” arid cloathed; having 
the Fleſh; and Blood; and righteous Robes of 
Chriſt, for their nourifhment”:and'ctoathing : 
Thou fay*ft:God/loves thee, nay;bat he rather 
hates, giving thofe'things,as he did the Quails 
in the Wildernd(s7 but with-a' ſevere curſe : 
Thou canft feed heartily, while Daniel dare _ 
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touch: 3 but remember, that he eſcapcs free, 
when his accuſers are ſwallowed up+by the 
hungry Lions. 


A fourth Cauſe of Hypoctiſic is tinting and. 
frajitaing of God's Juſtice, and ſtretching of 


his Mercy heyond his Pranyſes jn Scripture, 
God is merciful, and graciqus, loug-ſuffcring, 
and hath promiſed to: receive, = jt 
weak endeavours : Shall not I expect to be 
heard, 'that do pray three times a day,' and 
that aloud too, that others gay hear, and Lt 
tate, or ee admire ? It js txue; God is merct- 
ful, &0. but to whom ? Not to ſuch hqllowy 
hearted, and double-tongued wretches as:thou 
art 3 he hath promiſed to receive, and accept 
weak endeavours , but whoſe ? Not .thane ; 
for thou .endeavoureli to make him ſuch a one 
as thy {lt ; but of thoſe that, groqn, ynder the 
burden of their fins, and have.their/Couſtiey- 
cs quick-ſighted,to ſee.the Judgement gf Gog 
afar off, 'To theſe, and; theſe only, 15-Ggd 
merciful. But 41 
Fitthly, The gdeath-of other men 15:4 gxcat 
.cauſe, whence he ſaith, .O what,adry4hcarted 
man was this ? He could not! utter one -ward 
at his death, while:I could have winded;my 
ſelf with my expoſtulations into the arms of 
my Saviour, and boſome of Abraham ; ſure 1 
muſt do a great deal better ithan/this man; if 
he be 1aved, undoubtedly:I muſt. Judge not, 
judge not, .Hypocrite, for without ' repentance 
thou -muſt be judged ; What.if he could not 


lay 


accept of 
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fay a word, had he not aSoul as well as thou ? 
Might not his better part be aQtive while the 
| other decayed ? Are not fighs and groans morg 
acceptable than much babling ? Is it not the 
heart that God -xequires ? It is like that as he 
ſounded not a Trumpet when he gaye his alms, 
nor {pake aloud when he prayed, fo he reſolve 
ed with the like {tlence to receive his reward. 
Thou could{t have expoſtulated,and what then? 
Blown thy ſelf into Hell with thine own 
breath, like thoſe who ſhall receive a Depart, Mat.7. 22- 
T never knew you. If he be ſaved, ſure thou ; 
muſt 3 jt follows not 3 the rich man in the 
Goſpel was as conhdent, as he fate in fate, 
and Lazarus on the dunghil z but how much 
he was deceived, you may read. Take warn- 
ing then by others harms, x: 
But now by this time. you ate: perſwaded 
theſe are the Cauſes. You may dthie now to 
know more narrowly, © As | 
Firſt, By the Signs of it in general; and 
then in:;particular, whether you be ſo.or na. 
Fixft then, If you would know an Hypacrite, 
tis, he that ſets more by the:glory - of "the 
ht | ng _ of men, Son ——_—_ favour, 
nd his xegard of him, See for this a pregnant 
place 3. Saul being rejected of theLard, verſe NO " 
23. careth not :{o quch far that, as : that he 
ſhould not be honoured before the peaplez Tet _ _ _ .. 
honour me now, as if 'hehad {aid, Though I am _ 
forſaken of God, yet let not my people know 
fo much : And this is the tune of every Hypo- 
| | crite, 
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ite, Though I know my ſervice pleaſeth not 
oy yet I am ſure it pleaſeth men, _ that is 
all 1 delire. 
' Secondly, He is nice in ſmall matters, but 
when he comes to the greater, he ſticks not, 
A Papiſt will not eat flelh on Fridays, but 
thinks it no {in to break the Sabbath. -The 

ews will not put the price of Blood into the 

reaſury, yet will hire a Traitor to betray his 
Maſter, :-' Theſe arc his general Marks 3 now if 
ye would know whether you be ſo or and take 
theſe : + - 
Firſt, Do ye in all chings ſeek to have the 
teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and to Pleaſe 
God-? It fb,” then you are none. 

Secondly, Are ye ready to ſubmit to God's 
Will againſt reaſon .with Abraham, and hate 
all fin as well in: your ſelves as others ? 

Fhirdly,Do you acknowledge your own un- 
worthinds, that if ye have any good thing of 
God-it-is pratis 2 

Fourthly, Are ye confident i in a goo. Cauſe; 
when your Conſcience back*t with God's Word, 
tells you; :tliat.you are to doo, andſo; will 
you do it? Laying aſide'all felf-intereft, to ye 
_ refolve to :continue God's Servants without 
| Kinting;". or. wearying unto the end ?-IF- you 
do ſb; then may ye aſſure your {elves of the ful- 
filling of that promiſe, Be thow faithful,&c. 

"Ti for the firſt Sh OI 


Sis, 


Jefus the defired Objett: 


Sir. we would ſee Feſus. 


From the firſt - word (Sir) I gather, that 
they that are or deſire to be Religious, will al- 
ways be civil.” This is clear from my Text, 
Sir, GC. 

Though Philip before his calling to the Apo# 
ſtlethip was but a poor Filherman, yet when 
they ſaw that he could help them to a fight of 


Chriſt,they ſpake reverently, Sir. Mary Mag- Joh-20-15, 


dalen when ſhe ſaw Chritt the ſuppoſed Gardi- 
ner, ſhe gave him the ſame compellation, Sir, 


125 


if thou haſt taken him away, tell me where tho 


baft laid him  F acit iſtud ({aith Aretius on the 
place) ad benevolentiam, wt corpus ab eo facilins 
impetret : That is, She doth this, to procure 
his good will, that ſhe might with les trouble 
get his Body : Appellabat Dominum cutjus ancil- 
la non erat ( \aith St. Auſtin ) wt per eum perve- 
airet ad Dominum cujus erat : That is, She calls 
tiim Sir, ox, Lord, whoſe handmaid ſhe was not, 
that by his means ſhe might come to him 
whoſe the was. She meant otherways, faith 
he, when ſhe ſaith, They have taken away my 
Lord, than when ſhe ſaid, Sir, if thou haſt born 
him hence , and he ſubjoyns the reaſon, Nam 
& Prophete appellarunt Dominos eos qui homines 
erant, [ſed aliter de quo ſcriptum eft Dominus no- 
men ezs Civility hath never been wanting in 
all Ages in the godly, even when they had to 
deal with Heathens 3 but how much _ 
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when with thoſe that worſhipped the true 
Gen-23-7- God ? To Heathens : And Abraham ſtood up; 
and bowed himſelf to the people of the Land, even 
AQs 26-25 49 the Children of Heth. St.Paul, though Feſtus 
was his Enemy, _ him the title of moſt 
Noble. And as for the courtelie and civility 
of the Children of God, to thoſe that profeſs 
x Sar, 20. the ſame Faith, it is moſt clear : David bowed 
41. himſelf to Fonathan, Mephiboſheth to David. In 
2.Sam-9-8. fm 3 for I need not inſtance, all God's peo- 
| ple, as occaſion ſerved, were always courteous, 
And that | 

Firſt, Becauſe it is enjoyned as a vertue : Be 

2 Pet. 3.3. pitiful, be conrteouts, 

Secondly, Becauſe in this they reſemble their 
Maſter, that was meek and lowly, and gave 
every man his due, 

Thirdly, Becauſe that Chriſtian policy res 
quires it, being commanded to be wiſe as Ser- 
pents, and innocent as Doves, that they may 
Sxin others z becoming, with St. Paxl.all things 
to all men. 

Fourthly, Becauſe it mitigates the rudeneſs 
of thoſe that are not of the fame profciſhon, 
and conduces more to the gaining of their de 
fixes, as you ſec in my Text, and the Seripture | 
afore-cited, 


Is civility the or courtefie always joyned 
with true godlineſs, and 9 duty commanded ? 
Then what may we ſay of thoſe that make no 
diſtinction, but in a rude and riſtick _— 
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ruſh into all places, and unto all perſons alike ? 


-- 


- Surely this, that their profciſion is like them- 

P ſelves; both vain and fooliſh. 

Wy Secondly, Lect us try by this whether we 

F | have a delrre to {ce or ſerve Jeſus, or no 3, for 

ty if we be courteous to thoſe that can help us to 

{; | 2 fight of him, it is a fign we think to obtain 

4 | what we delire, 

- We wonxld fee Feſus. Hence obſerve, 

wh Thoſe that know Chrift in any meaſure, will 

p, | earneſtly deſire to ſee him more fully. pl 


Theſe Greeks had heard great things that 
had been propheſied of him, and ſeen ach 
done by him,and thercfore they would fee hin, 
The very Name of Chrift hath this attractive 
| power. What was it that David panted after, 
yy | ® the Hart after the water-brooks ? Surely a pſal.42. t- 
95 ſight and fruition of Jeſus, as ye may ſee in the 
next Verſe, My Sowl thirfteth for God, for the 
& | living Gol, when ſhall T corfie and appear before 
fi, | him ? What beauty was that he ſo mach long- Plal.274. 
& | & to fee, but the delight and (ouk-raviſhieg 
rs | complacency he had in feeing of Chriſt ? Were 
thete no other inſtance, St Paul's Crpio difſolvi 
Wete enotigh : He had ſeen him in lightning, 
4 | aid afterward in his bleſſed and efficacious act- 
ings on his Soul ; yet this will not fatisfie, he 
&lires to be with him 3 the World which is 
the Devil's Pimp, and the Soul's Bane, o__ 
allure 
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Phil-3-8. allure him, but he will count all things loſs þ 
and dung for one fight of him. What made 
Joh.8.56- 4briham rejoyce to {ce his day,but the thoughts þ 
of thoſe Promiſes he knew would be fulhlled? 
Hence faith Calvin upon the place, Crum adbuc || 
tam obſcura eſſet Chriſti cognitio, tanto ejus def» þ 
derio accenſus fuit Abraham, ut ejus fruitionem þ 
bonis omnibus preferet : That is, When as yet þ 
there was ſo obſcure a knowledge of him,Abra þ 
ham was inflamed with ſuch a deſire, that he & 
preferred the enjoyment of him to all things 
Whatſoever. What made the Woman of $4a- | ] 
Joh.4 maria to go back her ſelf, and call her Neigh- [þ 
bours to Ge but that betore the had found ſome | 
extraordinary thing, in him ? Is not this the 
Chriſt ? Was it not the {ame reaſon that made 
the Children of God in all Ages, ſuffer their | ] 
Heb.11.2s *Mictions patiently, ſubmitting to the ſtroaks fi 
«11.25 
26. of their Murderers. Moſes choſe rather to en- | 
dure affliction with the people of God, than 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon 3 and eſteemed 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches, than the 
treaſures in Egypt, for he had reſpe& to the 
recompence of reward ; and what was that,but 
a ſaving ſight of his and our Saviour Feſw? Þh. 
ARts 9. «6+ Stephen endured death patiently, becauſe he Fi 
ſaw Feſus ſtanding on the right hand of God, 
and expected ſhortly after, not only to ſee, but Þþ 
enjoy him there. And this made all. the Mar- Þc 
tyrs ſo unanimoully lay down their lives, +4 th 
I might run on in this firain till. T werd 6 
breathle(s, particulars of this nature being al- ſpiri 
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& infinite 3 but becauſe I will not detain 
; from a ſight of him, I ſhall make Appli- 


Do they. that know Chriſt in ſome meaſure, 
fre to {ce him more fully ? Then let me ex- 
xt you, as you love your own gouls, ( ſince 
ur Chriſtiag profeſſion makes me apt to be- 
e that you have ſeen him ) that you will 
& for a more full view of him, | | 


But it is like you will ſay, Hom can we ſee Objett. 
ins ? He is in Heaven, and we on Earth > bis 

y is glorified, our eyes are dim, and at beſt we 

but ſee through a glaſs. | 


It is true 3 but that glaſs is ſo bright, that Anſw. 
holding, him rightly there, you ſhall at la 
him 7 A to face. 


look upon him then in the glaſs of his 

lmpes that prefigured him 3 as Abel, Iſaac, the 
ing Buſh, Aaron's Rod, the brazen Serpent, 

| many others recorded in Scripture. Look 

v him in his Names 3 Wonderful . Counſellor, 
nce of Peace, Shiloh, the rod and ſtem of Feſſe, 
meet, Feſies,and many others. In his Works, 

t only of Creation and Providence, as he is 
Nd, but pip, as he is, Oearlpwms. 
the glaſs of his Offices, as he is King, Prieſt, 

| Prophet : King, to rule by his Word and 
rit in this World, and his glorious Preſence 
in 


IF 
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m that to come : As a Prieſt, in that he 
offered up himſelf a propitiatory Sacrihce; 
now abides for eyer to make intercellonf 
us : As a Prophet, revealing himſelf, and 
Salvation wrought for us in his blefſed Wi 
Having, 1 ſay, : thus ſeen him,and making g 
uſe of all theſe, we may ſay, :not as the G1 
Sir, we would ſee , but, Sir, we have ſeen | 
fer : Which bleſſed fight in Glory we dal 
to ſee 3 and for the expetation of which, 
aſcribe to the Object ( as due is ) eta 
praike. Amen. | 


